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PRESENTERS’ BIOS

Baechler, Rose — Session B

Rose Baechler has been teaching in Dufferin-Peel CDSB for 18 years--six years in elementary, two years as a secondary school English teacher, four years as Special Education resource teacher, four years as Department Head of Academic Resource, and currently board-wide Special Education Consultant. 

Bertolotti, Elisa — Student Panel

Elisa Bertolotti is a graduate of the Sheridan General Arts and Science Pre-University Program. During her time at Sheridan, she acted as a Student Admissions Representative – Team Leader, Peer Liaison for the General Arts and Science Class Representatives Committee. She worked with the Program Advisory Committee and sat on the Dean’s Council. She is an international traveler and has traveled extensively throughout Canada as part of the Katimavik Program, Sponsored by the Federal Government. She will be attending the University of Toronto at Mississauga in the fall.

Biro, Lidija — Session C

Lidija Biro has been an ESL teacher in secondary school for 15 years. She has participated in curriculum writing and review with the Ministry of Education. Lidija has also been involved in teaching additional qualifications courses through York University to teachers interested in ESL/ELD. Most recently she has written ESL Parts 1, 2, and 3 online additional qualifications courses for York University and is an online instructor.

Carrie, Sarah — Student Panel
Sarah is from Mississauga, and she as completed the one-year college profile of the General Arts and Science program. In September, she plans to enter the two-year profile to enhance her skills and better prepare herself for university. Because of the variety of courses offered in the program, it has helped her develop a clear path in terms of what she would like to do. Not only has this program helped her with the necessary skills used in an academic setting, but it has also given her skills that she can apply in day-to-day life. 

Chernin, Nancy — Session B

Nancy Chernin has been working as the Assessment Advisor at The City College George Brown for over three years. Since 2000, she has also worked as an Occasional Teacher for the TDSB in English, ESL and Special Education and so has an understanding of the challenges faced by teachers at the secondary and post-secondary levels in meeting the

language needs of students.

Conrad, Gerry — Session E

Gerry Conrad has worked as Director of Youth Employment Programs and as a consultant for government and a number of GTA Boards of Education. Gerry presently works with George Brown College as the Chair of Access.

Farquharson, Jahn — Student Panel
Jahn Farquharson studied visual arts at Etobicoke School of the Arts

high-school and has just completed her fourth year at Ontario College

of Art and Design. Working as a coordinator and instructor for Parks

and Recreation Pursuing her interest in art and education, she is

planning to attend Teachers College in 2006 and eventually teach art

as a career.
Fox, Diane — Session D

Dianne Fox is Department Head of English & Moderns at St. Ignatius of Loyola with Halton CDSB. She has taught all grades and levels, including the OSSLC, Special Education, and Drama.

Geraci, Karen — Session F

Karen Geraci's work experience spans adult literacy, English as a Second Language and workplace education design, delivery and assessment. In addition to delivering workplace literacy classes everywhere, from factories to hospitals, she has participated in several national research projects investigating the connections between program content, learning and assessment. Over the past year and a half, she has conducted more than 60 Essential Skills interviews as part of Human Resources and Skills Development Canada's Essential Skills and Workplace Literacy Initiative Karen is currently developing Essential Skills Profiles for a number of occupations. 

Hallquist, Diane — Session B

Diane Hallquist joined Seneca College in 1990 as professor of remedial writing and business communications. Since then, as Coordinator in the Faculty of Technology, she has been involved in several initiatives to help under-prepared students meet the language and literacy demands of a college education. Currently Acting Chair of English and Liberal Studies in the Faculty of Business, Diane leads a group that is working on English and remediation issues at the college.

Harries, Nancy — Session B

Nancy Harries has been a counsellor at Sheridan Institute in Counselling and Disability Services for over twenty years. Her first degree was in English Literature. Recently, she took the TESL Certificate at the University of Toronto. English teaching is one of her strongest interests. Sheridan uses a solution-focused approach to counselling which Nancy finds works very well with students with disabilities.

Kunka, Michael — Session A

Michael Kunka has worked as a secondary school English teacher for fourteen years. He has been an English Department Head and Literacy Coordinator for seven years in inner-city schools. He is currently a Secondary Literacy Resource Teacher with Toronto CDSB. He is the co-author of the strategic decoding and comprehension reading program, PHAST PACES, which was written in conjunction with the Learning Disability Research Program at the Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto.

Laccetti, Noeline — Morning Plenary 

Noeline Laccetti holds a Masters degree in literacy. She has been an educator for over twenty years. During that time she taught in three different countries. She has headed an English department. She has designed course materials. She has edited textbooks. She co-developed a Harcourt booklet on literacy. She served--and is still serving--as an ELAN (English Language Arts Network) executive member. Currently she is a literacy consultant for Dufferin-Peel CDSB.

Lawrence, Jess — Student Panel

Jess Lawrence is a third-year student at the University of Guelph-Humber in the Public Relations, Media Studies program. She graduated with honours from Martingrove Collegiate Institute in 2001 and attended the Universuty of Guelph for a year before switching schools. She works as a Youth Outreach Worker for the City of Toronto and teaches gymnastics. She enjoys photography and organizing special events. 


Mackey, Melissa — Session A

Melissa Mackey is currently teaching English and Communication courses at Fanshawe College in London, Ontario. She is part of the Ontario College Writing Exemplars (OCWE) team, who compiled a document containing current student writing at colleges across Ontario. She is co-authoring a series of three writing textbooks. The first one, Mosaics:

Focusing on Essays, is being published this April. Most recently, Melissa has joined the College Educator Development Program and will provide training workshops for new full time college staff across Ontario.

O’Gorman, Michael — Morning Plenary
Before coming to the Ministry, Michael was an English teacher, department head, vice principal, principal and English coordinator with the Toronto Catholic District School Board. During that time he served as a member of the Ministry writing teams for both the elementary and secondary Language/English curriculum documents.

After joining the Curriculum and Assessment Policy Branch at the Ministry, he has co-coordinated the editing, publication and distribution of the current Grade 11-12 curriculum documents, managed the Assessment and Reporting Unit and coordinated the development of the Ontario Secondary Literacy Course. He is currently the Education Officer responsible for the review of the Language/English curriculum documents for the Sustaining Quality Curriculum project.

Oxford, Kay — Session B

Since joining George Brown in 1972, Kay Oxford has taught ESL, taught and coordinated English at the post-secondary level, and been Chair of Interdisciplinary Studies. All the while, she has been part of College-wide strategies for improving George Brown's services to meet the needs of under-prepared students. Kay has been the Manager of Assessment Services at George Brown since the fall of 2004.

Ricker-Wilson, Carol — Session G

Carol Ricker-Wilson is an instructional leader in English/Literacy for the TDSB. She has previously taught at York University's Faculty of Education. 

Shephard, Martha — Session E

Martha Shephard has been involved with several GTA colleges as an instructor, correspondence course developer and tutor, and program coordinator. Previous positions include work in Adult Literacy and community corrections. Martha presently works at Centennial College as the Chair of General Arts & Science and Preparatory Studies.

Struthers, Wendy — Session C

Wendy Struthers been teaching full time in the English Department at Centennial since 1985. Prior to that she taught at George Brown in their ESL department for two years and at Humber for one year in, what was then called, the Human Studies Division. At Centennial Wendy initially taught native speaking students, but when the student body evolved as it did, she became involved more and more with the development and delivery of the ESL streams. This has been the case for about fifteen years. Eight years ago, Wendy moved to the EAP program, where she taught Reading and Speaking courses to ESL students who were enrolled in full time English classes. Three years ago, Wendy returned to the English department and is now teaching first and second semester mandatory English courses to Applied Arts, Health Science and Auto Tech students who are in the ESL stream.

Valentino, Lucy — Morning Plenary

Lucy Valentino has taught and been an administrator at Centennial College for eighteen years. In that time she has taught developmental and college-level English, report writing, critical thinking, aesthetics, ESL speaking skills, and a tiny bit of literature. She is currently responsible for English, General Education, and faculty professional development at Centennial. She is past-Chair of Heads of Language for Ontario, and current vice-president of the Ontario College Administrative Staff Association. She holds a PhD in Tudor and Stuart literature, and is the author of Handle With Care: Communicating in the Human Services Field, now in its third edition.

Wright, Bette — Session D

Bette Wright graduated from the Faculty of Education, University of Toronto, in 1982. With an undergrad in English and an interest in Communication Disorders, she began teaching in the area of Special Education. Much of Bette's research, writing, and teaching has focused on the development of literacy skills for all students. In 2003, Bette joined a Literacy Writing Team. She currently chairs the School Literacy Team at Notre Dame, and teaches the grade twelve literacy course.
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