Connecting GTA Teachers 

Regional Planning Team

A Project of the SCWI

(School/College/Work Initiative)

Presents

COMMUNICATION SKILLS: CONNECTING PERSONALLY
A WORKSHOP FOR TEACHERS OF ENGLISH / COMMUNICATIONS
IN HIGH SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

SHERIDAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY AND ADVANCED LEARNING
Trafalgar Campus, Oakville

Maps and directions are available at

http://www.sheridaninstitute.ca/corporateservices/campusinfo.html
Campus Map at end of this file.

Parking is free. 

Lunch is provided.

	
GET A CONNECTION

Be prepared to leave this workshop with an arrangement to contact at least one person at a high school or college in your area. Make plans to contact each other at least once in the near future for the purpose of making  observations, exchanging information and discussing ideas. Work together to identify possible outcomes and next steps.




....continued on next page.

PROCEEDINGS

	8:30 – 9:00

	Registration and Refreshments



	9:00 – 9:15
	Welcome:  Dr. Robert Turner, President, Sheridan

	9:15 – 9:45
	Plenary Session—Communications skills development in secondary school and colleges: apples and apples, or apples and oranges?

Teaching communication skills is teaching communication skills, right? What difference does context make? Quite a difference, of course. Noeline Laccetti and Lucy Valentino will discuss the differing contexts and conditions in which communication skills are developed in high schools and colleges. Do we have the same purpose? Do we mean the same thing when we discuss acceptable outcomes? How do our teaching conditions affect what we do?

Noeline Laccetti, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Lucy Valentino, Centennial

	9:45 – 10:15
	Plenary Session—Literacy Learning: A Search for Coherence
What's new in literacy learning? Is there a continuum of knowledge/skills in the curriculum that supports literacy learning? What are the implications for high school/college educators?

Michael O’ Gorman, Education Officer, Ministry of Education

	10:15 – 10:30
	Travel time (Refreshments will be in breakout rooms) 

	10:30 – 11:45 
	Morning Breakout Sessions (See below.) 
The morning breakout sessions, A through F, will be repeated in the afternoon. Breakout sessions are expected to be half presentations and half discussion.



	11:45 – 1:00

	Lunch (Provided)

	 1:00 –  2:15
	Afternoon Breakout Sessions (See below.) 
The afternoon breakout sessions, A through F, will be repeats of the morning sessions.



	 2:15 – 2:30 
	Travel time

	 2:30 – 3:00
	Plenary Session—Student Panel

What students learned in their first year after leaving high school. How well were they prepared for what lay ahead.



	 3:00  – 3:30
	Plenary Session—Summary: Making the Connections
· Have you made a connection?

· Questions and comments

· Next steps

· Obtaining funding for initiatives related to student success

· Collection of Evaluations/Feedback

· Door prizes


... continued on next page
	BREAKOUT SESSIONS (A.M. and P.M.)

Note: The breakout sessions held in the morning will be repeated in the afternoon. 

Half of the time allotted for each breakout session will be devoted to directed discussion.
Session A

Writing in high school and college

This session will focus on writing in the high school and college systems. Michael will focus on how effective assessment and evaluation of writing in secondary schools meet curricular expectations and promote students’ academic growth. Melissa will focus on the different levels and types of writing across Ontario Colleges. She will outline briefly the various rubrics within the OCWE (Ontario College Writing Exemplars) and highlight what college English Professors are looking for when assigning a grade. Discussion will focus on what could be done to make the transition easier for students.
Michael Kunka, Toronto CDSB

Melissa Mackey, Fanshawe

Session B
Academic support for both identified-exceptional and under-prepared students at the secondary and post-secondary level
An overview of the services and resources available to assist and support students who are identified as either exceptional or under-prepared and who require accommodation and/or modifications to achieve their full potential.


Rose Baechler, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Nancy Chernin, George Brown (Resource)
Nancy Harries, Sheridan

Diane Hallquist, Seneca


Kay Oxford, George Brown

... continued on next page

Session C
ESL (English as a Second Language) / ELD (English Language Development): High school and college perspectives
This workshop will present a brief overview of how programming and curriculum in Ontario secondary schools and colleges meet the needs of English Language Learners (also known as ESL or ELD students).

     Although this curriculum can differ in both content and delivery from the regular stream English courses, it is designed to meet the same outcomes. These outcomes include: literacy, English language fluency approaching that of native English speaking students, and the ability to cope with academic demands of secondary school and college programs. 

     In addition, the workshop will offer a critical review of the problems, issues and limitations faced by teachers and students at both levels (secondary schools and colleges) with a special focus on the supports in place and the supports needed.

Lidija Biro, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Wendy Struthers, Centennial

Session D
Literacy in high schools: what do colleges need to know?
This session will provide an overview of initiatives at the board and school levels to improve literacy in the high schools, including the OSSLC (Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course). Strategies, resources, and personal experiences as literacy teachers, will also be discussed.

Diane Fox, Halton CDSB


Bette Wright, Halton CDSB

Session E
Access programs in colleges
Participants will learn about some of the issues facing high school

and mature students who can benefit from access programming at the GTA community colleges. Typical student profiles will be presented, as well as an overview of available programs.


Gerry Conrad, George Brown


Martha Shephard, Centennial

Session F
Meeting the challenge: A guide to essential skills and TOWES (Test of Workplace Essential Skills)
Participants will learn about this significant federal investment in Essential Skills and how employers, employees and educators can benefit from the products and tools that have been developed from the Essential Skills initiative.


Karen Geraci, CON*NECT (Colleges of Ontario Network for

Education and Training)

... continued on next page

Session G
Bridging the gap: How current ministry initiatives and 

secondary school courses are preparing students for the literacy demands of college.

In this session, participants will become acquainted with the research behind content area literacy/direct reading instruction as a

way to improve student learning, and to enhance the reading and writing skills of college-bound students.
Carol Ricker-Wilson, Toronto DSB




ROOMS

	Sessions
	Location

	All Plenary
	Student Centre

	

	Breakout Sessions

	A
	Morning and afternoon
	J218

	B
	Morning and afternoon
	J220

	C
	Morning and afternoon
	J222

	D
	Morning and afternoon
	J224

	E
	Morning and afternoon
	J320

	F
	Morning and afternoon
	J322

	G
	Morning and afternoon
	J324

	

	Lunch
	Cafeteria
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