	The Achievement Chart for English



	The achievement chart that follows identifies four categories of knowledge and skills in English – Knowledge/Understanding, Thinking/Inquiry, Communication, and Application. These categories encompass all the curriculum expectations in courses in the discipline. For each of the category statements in the left-hand column, the levels of student achievement are described. (Detailed information on the achievement levels and on assessment, evaluation, and reporting policy and its implementation is provided in The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 to 12: Program Planning and Assessment, 2000.)

The achievement chart is meant to guide teachers in:

· planning instruction and learning activities that will lead to the achievement of the curriculum expectations in a course; 

· planning assessment strategies that will accurately assess students’ achievement of the curriculum expectations; 

· selecting samples of student work that provide evidence of achievement at particular levels; 

· providing descriptive feedback to students on their current achievement and suggesting strategies for improvement; 

· determining, towards the end of a course, the student’s most consistent level of achievement of the curriculum expectations as reflected in his or her course work; 

· devising a method of final evaluation; 

· assigning a final grade. 

The achievement chart can guide students in:

· assessing their own learning; 

· planning strategies for improvement, with the help of their teachers. 

The achievement chart provides a standard province-wide method for teachers to use in assessing and evaluating their students’ achievement. A variety of materials is being made available to assist teachers in improving their assessment methods and strategies and, hence, their assessment of student achievement.

The ministry is providing the following materials to school boards for distribution to teachers:

· a standard provincial report card, with an accompanying guide 

· instructional planning materials 

· assessment videos 

· training materials 

· an electronic curriculum planner 

When planning courses and assessment, teachers should review the required curriculum expectations and link them to the categories to which they relate. They should ensure that all the expectations are accounted for in instruction, and that achievement of the expectations is assessed within the appropriate categories. The descriptions of the levels of achievement given in the chart should be used to identify the level at which the student has achieved the expectations. Students should be given numerous and varied opportunities to demonstrate their achievement of the expectations across the four categories. Teachers may find it useful to provide students with examples of work at the different levels of achievement.

The descriptions of achievement at level 3 reflect the provincial standard for student achievement. A complete picture of overall achievement at level 3 in a course in English can be constructed by reading from top to bottom in the column of the achievement chart headed “70–79% (Level 3)”.

Achievement Chart – Grades 11 and 12, English
Category
50-59% 
(Level 1)
60-69% 
(Level 2)
70-79% 
(Level 3)
80-100% 
(Level 4)
Knowledge/ 
Understanding
The student:
knowledge of forms of texts (e.g., novels, plays, essays, poems), conventions, terminology, and strategies (e.g., for reading and writing) 

demonstrates limited knowledge of forms, conventions, terminology, and strategies 

demonstrates some knowledge of forms, conventions, terminology, and strategies 

demonstrates considerable knowledge of forms, conventions, terminology, and strategies 

demonstrates thorough and insightful knowledge of forms, conventions, terminology, and strategies 

understanding of information, ideas, concepts, and themes 

demonstrates limited understanding of information, ideas, concepts, and themes 

demonstrates some understanding of information, ideas, concepts, and themes 

demonstrates considerable understanding of information, ideas, concepts, and themes 

demonstrates thorough and insightful understanding of information, ideas, concepts, and themes 

understanding of relationships among facts, ideas, concepts, and themes 

demonstrates limited understanding of relationships among facts, ideas, concepts, and themes 

demonstrates some understanding of relationships among facts, ideas, concepts, and themes 

demonstrates considerable understanding of relationships among facts, ideas, concepts, and themes 

demonstrates thorough and insightful understanding of relationships among facts, ideas, concepts, and themes 

understanding of the uses and effect of rhetorical elements (e.g., stylistic devices, voice) in literary and informational texts 

demonstrates limited understanding of the uses and effect of rhetorical elements 

demonstrates some understanding of the uses and effect of rhetorical elements 

demonstrates considerable understanding of the uses and effect of rhetorical elements 

demonstrates thorough and insightful understanding of the uses and effect of rhetorical elements 

Thinking/ 
Inquiry
The student: 

critical and creative thinking skills (e.g., reflecting, analysing, hypothesizing, explaining) 

uses critical and creative thinking skills with limited effectiveness 

uses critical and creative thinking skills with moderate effectiveness 

uses critical and creative thinking skills with considerable effectiveness 

uses critical and creative thinking skills with a high degree of effectiveness 

inquiry skills (e.g., formulating questions; planning; selecting strategies and resources; analysing, interpreting, and assessing information; forming conclusions) 

applies few of the skills involved in an inquiry process 

applies some of the skills involved in an inquiry process 

applies most of the skills involved in an inquiry process 

applies all or almost all of the skills involved in an inquiry process 

Communication
The student: 

communication of information and ideas (e.g., through logical organization) 

communicates information and ideas with limited clarity 

communicates information and ideas with some clarity 

communicates information and ideas with considerable clarity 

communicates information and ideas with a high degree of clarity, and with confidence 

communication for different audiences and purposes (e.g., choice of language and style) 

communicates with a limited sense of audience and purpose 

communicates with some sense of audience and purpose 

communicates with a clear sense of audience and purpose 

communicates with a strong sense of audience and purpose 

use of various forms of communication (e.g., essays, narratives, debates, poems, reports) 

demonstrates limited command of the various forms 

demonstrates moderate command of the various forms 

demonstrates considerable command of the various forms 

demonstrates extensive command of the various forms 

Application
The student: 

application of required language conventions (e.g., grammar, usage, spelling, punctuation) 

uses the required language conventions with limited accuracy and effectiveness 

uses the required language conventions with some accuracy and effectiveness 

uses the required language conventions with considerable accuracy and effectiveness 

uses the required language conventions accurately and effectively all or almost all of the time 

application of oral communication and media conventions and techniques 

uses oral communication and media conventions and techniques with limited effectiveness 

uses oral communication and media conventions and techniques with some effectiveness 

uses oral communication and media conventions and techniques effectively 

uses oral communication and media conventions and techniques effectively and creatively 

application of reading strategies (e.g., rereading closely to identify specific information, scanning, using cues from context) 

uses reading strategies with limited competence 

uses reading strategies with moderate competence 

uses reading strategies with considerable competence 

uses reading strategies with a high degree of competence 

application of the writing process (e.g., choice of topic, revision, use of resources) 

uses the writing process with limited competence 

uses the writing process with moderate competence 

uses the writing process with considerable competence 

uses the writing process with a high degree of competence 

application of technology (e.g., choice of tools and software, ethical use) 

uses technology with limited appropriateness and effectiveness 

uses technology with moderate appropriateness and effectiveness 

uses appropriate technology with considerable effectiveness 

uses appropriate technology with a high degree of effectiveness 

making connections (e.g., between English and other subjects, between English and the world outside the school, and between experiences and texts) 

makes connections with limited effectiveness 

makes connections with moderate effectiveness 

makes connections with considerable effectiveness 

makes connections with a high degree of effectiveness 

Note: A student whose achievement is below 50% at the end of a course will not obtain a credit for the course.

The Ministry of Education wishes to acknowledge the contribution of the many individuals, groups, and organizations that participated in the development and refinement of this curriculum policy document.
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