Essential Skills & TOWES

What are Essential Skills?

The Essential Skills Research Project is an initiative of Human Resources Skills Development Canada. Essential Skills are defined as: 

· enabling skills that help people perform tasks required by their jobs.

· skills that provide workers with a foundation for learning other skills.

· skills that enhance the ability to adapt to change.

Over the past eight years, Human Resources Skills Development Canada has invested heavily in the Essential Skills. And the work continues. 
The Essential Skills research is based on interviewing Canadians in occupations to study how they use essential skills such as reading, writing, oral communication, math and thinking skills in their work. From that data, Essential Skills Profiles are created that catalogue how people in these occupations use their skills on the job. To date, more than half the occupations in Canada have been researched, with an Essential Skills Profile available to the public through HRSDC’s web site.  By 2007/08, an Essential Skills Profile will be available for all occupations in Canada. 

For more information on the Essential Skills Research, or to find Essential Skills Profiles, go to http://www15.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca/english/general/home_e.asp
TOWES

TOWES – Test of Workplace Essential Skills - is a test unlike any other. TOWES uses authentic workplace materials to assess an individual’s Essential Skills in three critical areas: reading, document use and math.  In Ontario, CONNECT holds the license to distribute TOWES, which is administered through its 22 partner colleges, including Sheridan College.  For general information on TOWES, visit www.towes.com  

For specific information on TOWES in your area, contact: 
Martha Colangelo, Employment Consultant
Job Connect-Sheridan College
905-845-9430, ext 8055
Email: martha.colangelo@sheridanc.on.ca

Measure Up

To search and download authentic workplace documents and texts, go to Measure Up, at  www.towes.com/measureup
AWAL

Applications of Work and Learning is a national professional development project for educators.  For more information, visit www.awal.ca
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