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BIOGRAPHIES

PRESENTERS
Anthony Azzopardi

Anthony Azzopardi has been involved in mathematics education for more than 25 years. He is currently an education officer with the Ministry of Education, leading the Grades 1 – 12 curriculum review of mathematics. Prior to this, Anthony was the K-12 mathematics program coordinator for the Toronto Catholic DSB, a secondary vice principal, a mathematics department head and a mathematics and science teacher.
Bernice Blackman

Bernice Blackman has been Seneca's Vice-President of Student

Success and Enrolment Services since February, 2005.

Bernice came to Seneca after serving as the Toronto District School Board's Superintendent of Education. During her time with the school board, she held a number of progressive positions, including school Principal, and was responsible for pioneering partnership and outreach initiatives with businesses and communities. She also worked with the business sector to fund community programs and to create innovative educational opportunities.

Bernice holds an Honours BA in English and Linguistics and a Masters of Education in Curriculum and Linguistics. She also has a Specialist Certificate in Teaching English as a Second Language/Dialect (Secondary).

Cindy Dundon Hazell
Cindy Dundon Hazell is currently Vice-President Academic at Seneca College and is responsible for providing academic and strategic leadership to faculty and staff in all fulltime, continuing education and contract training programs at the college. The academic community at Seneca consists of approximately 18,000 fulltime students and over 80,000 annual registrations through continuing education and distributed learning. 
Cindy is currently Co-Chair, Coordinating Committee of Vice-Presidents Academic for the Ontario Colleges; Chair, Credit Transfer and Accreditation Committee, Polytechnics Canada.
Cindy holds an Honours Bachelor of Commerce degree from the University of Guelph and a Masters of Education in Higher Education from OISE/University of Toronto.

COLLEGE MATH PROJECT TEAM
Hassan Assiri
Hassan is presently the Manager of Academic Computing Systems/Performance and Research Computing at Seneca College and is leading the college’s initiative in High Performance Computing. He is an advisor to the Faculties of Technology, and develops IT strategies and solutions in concert with the academic units to enable them to achieve their goals with respect to program development, curriculum, applied research and partnerships. Hassan has been the quantitative data analysis resource for the College Math Project. 

Trish Byers

Patricia Byers has been teaching in the college system for 26 years.

Having taught college mathematics for 13 years, she has increasingly

noted the issues facing students as they transition from secondary

school to college. She is currently pursuing a PhD to investigate these

issues and to develop classroom strategies to help student mediate this

transitional experience. Participation in the College Mathematics

Project demonstrates one step towards this goal.
Graham Orpwood

Graham Orpwood is a former faculty member at St Lawrence College, Kingston, and presently Professor of Education at York University and Co-Director of the York/Seneca Institute for Mathematics, Science, and Technology (YSIMSTE). His research interests include science and technology education and assessment, particularly the use of assessment for student success and school improvement. 

Laurel Schollen

Laurel has been the Dean of Applied Sciences and Engineering Technology at Seneca College since 2002 and Co-Director of the York/Seneca Institute for Mathematics, Science and Technology Education since its inception in 1999. Laurel has been a member of the provincial Heads of Technology group for the past three years and most recently has served the group as chair of the Central Region and Treasurer. It was through her work with Heads of Technology that she became interested in examining the relationship between secondary school mathematics experience and first year college technology mathematics performance with a view to create a seamless math experience for students. This interest has lead to the realization of the College Math Project.
Margaret Sinclair
Dr. Margaret Sinclair is an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Education at York University where she teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in mathematics education. .She brings to this work almost twenty years of experience as an elementary and secondary classroom teacher. Dr. Sinclair’s research focuses on the use and design of pre-constructed dynamic geometry sketches, the development of visual reasoning, transitions from secondary to college mathematics, and applications of eLearning to professional development. 
FACILITATORS

Trish Byers – Curriculum

For Trish's bio, please see College Math Project Team (above).
Sue Ferguson – At Risk

Sue is the Central Coordinating Principal for Secondary Curriculum in the TDSB.  She has been a Board Currciulum Coordinator, as well as a Vice-Principal and Principal in very diverse secondary schools in the Board over the past 16 years.  Currently, Sue's focus is on using Board and school student achievement data to inform instructional practice, and finding creative ways to re-engage at-risk students.

Carol Henry – Career/Guidance
Carol Henry is the Associate Director of Student Services at Seneca College and is responsible for liaison, recruitment, Credit and Degree Transfer Advisement Services and Career Services. Carol is a member of the Connecting GTA Teachers Regional Planning Team and was the project lead for the STEPs to College program with Parkdale Collegiate.
Amy Lin – Curriculum

Amy Lin is currently the Math and Numeracy Consultant (Grades 7-12) for the Halton District School Board.  Amy has taught in the elementary, secondary and post-secondary levels and has a strong interest in student success initiatives, numeracy across the curriculum and transitions.  
Graham Orpwood

For Graham's bio, please see College Math Project Team (above).
Mark Petit – At Risk
This is my third year as the Program Coordinator of the Guidance, Cooperative Education and Success for All Department at the Toronto Catholic District School Board. Previously, I served as a secondary school principal, vice-principal, Guidance Department Head, and English teacher. I work directly with our Board's Student Success Leader to develop, implement and evaluate all the Student Success initiatives in our Board.

Laurel Schollen -- Provincial

For Laurel's bio, please see College Math Project Team (above).

Margaret Sinclair

For Margaret's bio, please see College Math Project Team (above).

Trish Steele – Curriculum

For the past two years Trish has been seconded to the Simcoe County District School Board as a mathematical literacy consultant for grades 7-12. Her role with the board is to support teachers with the revised curriculum and in how to use manipulatives effectively with all their students. In addition, Trish has recently instructed the ABQ Intermediate Math course for York University and was a lead in the recent Ministry project, Networking Mathematics Leaders.
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