College Mathematics Project 2008
Invitational Forum


Friday, October 24, 2008

Seneca College – King Campus
Analysis of Participants' Feedback / Evaluations
RATINGS
	
	N
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Good to Excellent

	
	
	Excellent
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Poor
	

	Plenary
	9:00
	The College Mathematics Project - Research
	58
	24
	41%
	29
	50%
	4
	7%
	1
	2%
	0
	0%
	91%

	Plenary
	10:45
	Implementation: Local Action Plans and Best Practices
	59
	21
	36%
	24
	41%
	10
	17%
	4
	7%
	0
	0%
	76%

	 
	 
	Poster Sessions

	57
	8
	14%
	22
	39%
	19
	33%
	7
	12%
	1
	2%
	53%

	Plenary
	12:45
	Student Panel
	56
	18
	32%
	22
	39%
	12
	21%
	4
	7%
	0
	0%
	71%

	Breakout
	A
	Careers: Implications for Guidance Teachers
	8
	2
	25%
	4
	50%
	1
	13%
	1
	13%
	0
	0%
	75%

	Breakout
	B
	Curriculum: Implications for Mathematics Teachers
	21
	13
	62%
	5
	24%
	3
	14%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	86%

	Breakout
	C
	At-Risk: Implications for Student Success Leaders
	16
	7
	44%
	9
	56%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	100%

	Breakout
	D
	Province: Implications for the Province, Boards and Colleges
	12
	4
	33%
	7
	58%
	0
	0%
	1
	8%
	0
	0%
	92%

	Plenary
	3:00
	Recommendations from the Breakout Sessions
	31
	11
	35%
	15
	48%
	4
	13%
	1
	3%
	0
	0%
	84%

	 
	 
	Venue

	58
	31
	53%
	21
	36%
	6
	10%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	90%

	 
	 
	Food

	59
	35
	59%
	16
	27%
	6
	10%
	2
	3%
	0
	0%
	86%

	 
	 
	Organization

	57
	38
	67%
	19
	33%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	100%

	
	
	
	Average
	84%


COMMENTS

Plenary (9:00 a.m.) – The College Mathematics Project – Research

Kudos

· 3X – Very thorough. Good info. Good summary.

· 2X – Findings were presented well.

· Very well organized.

· Would like to go deeper.

· Would be nice to see further stats analysis when available.

· Gets better every year.

Kvetches

· 2X – This was covered in the Backgrounder.

· Very concerned with results that ‘true’ college bound student will have difficulty in college math.

· I’m not sure the hidden factors are identified.

· A lot of data – too fast! Needed time to process.

· Was familiar with, as a steering committee member.

Plenary (10:45 a.m.) – Implementation: Local Action Plans and Best Practices

Kudos

· 3X – Interesting. Amazing!

· 3X – Enjoyed the York Catholic.

· Enjoyed Carol’s contributions!

· Great to promote GAMS project.

· Just the right length.

Kvetches

· 6X – Need to have more time allotted for this. Perhaps at least a day and a half?

· Need some way to formally document these and share.

· Similar to what we are doing now.

· Too specific to YCDSB.

· Perhaps sharing Powerpoint beforehand would have made it easier to follow.

· More examples with less explanation.

· OK, but what are we doing to support transition from secondary to college.

· First session hard to read.

· Wish there had been more equitable division of time. College presentation was excellent but cut short

Poster Sessions

Kudos

· 5X – We need more!!! Need an entire day for best practices,

· 2X – Great ideas across the province. Useful to see variety.

· Good for the first go ‘round.

Kvetches

· 2X – More participation. Each constituent should provide something here.

· Tie this in with best practices.

· 2X – Wish there was someone at poster to speak to.

· Would like to see more time to present posters to group.

· Needs more time (a) to prepare, and (b) for sharing.

· Better criteria for product needed.

· Too much general info; not specific about the transition from secondary to college.

· Not a valuable model.

Plenary (12:45) – Student Panel

Kudos

· 6X – Interesting to hear students. Students were very engaging. Very candid and refreshing. The idea of a panel was “AMAZING”, but…

· Entertaining, but…

· Very worthwhile, but…

· Questions were interesting and good.

· The best part.

· Brandon’s comment about making students think was great. All students had 11V background and saw college as a repeat,

Kvetches

· 10X – Need to have more students cross-section.

· 3X – Need students from college stream represented.

· 6X – All these students came from academic Math. Need to hear from students who took the H.S. Applied Stream.

· 2X – Need more female representation. I wonder what the young woman moderator felt; was there appropriate female rep on panel?

· 3X – Let’s hear from unsuccessful students in Math.

· The choice of students made it not as effective as it could have been. It would have been more beneficial to have students from MAP4C and MCT4C. Perhaps students who had specifically not taken the pre-req (i.e. MCT, but got in with MAP)

· Disappointed that all students had gr 11 university experience.

· At least one student had much higher Math than colleges normally get.

· Not overly helpful.

· Found some comments bordered on glib and offensive.

· Some of the comments on accents were inappropriate in a diverse culture, especially given the audience.

· Need more time for follow-up. More follow-up questions throughout would have been beneficial.
      
Breakout A
Careers: Implications for Guidance Teachers

Kudos

· Good talking to peers and college reps.

Kvetches

· 3X – Questions were poorly worded; very vague; did not lead discussion. Hard to answer and discuss. Kept going back to other things. Facilitator worked hard to direct and redirect.

Breakout B
Curriculum: Implications for Mathematics Teachers


Kudos

· 5X – Good questions. Great conversation. Great communicating with college teachers. An informative exchange of perspectives/practices.

· Great to get feedback/suggestions from HS teachers.

· Excellent sharing of similarities and differences between college and H.S. Math.

· Fabulous!

· Secondary teachers and college instructors need to meet regularly to discuss the issues related to the students’ transition from secondary to college.

Kvetches

· 2X – Topics were too open, ambiguous. More focused questions.

· Why did we not work with the data as a starting point?

Breakout C
At-Risk: Implications for Student Success Leaders

Kudos
· 3X – Great discussion. Great to share ideas.

· Half a day should be devoted to this.

Kvetches

· -

Breakout D
Province: Implications for the Province, Boards and Colleges

Kudos

· Great topics, questions, discussions.

· Organized and well-planned.

Kvetches

· Not what I anticipated. Should have perhaps been labelled as ministry/college session only. Little to engage boards.

· Needed to structure discussion and Qs to facilitate cross talk.

Plenary (3:00 p.m.) – Recommendations from the Breakout Sessions

Kudos

· Seems to produce evolving strategies/initiatives.

· Clear and productive.

· Technically well done.

Kvetches

· 3X – Too late on a Friday. Too few people stayed, missed most meaningful part. Email the recommendations after the forum.

· Should have been a longer part of the program.

· With the technology available today, why are we using chart paper and dictating someone to type onto a computer?

Venue

Kudos

· Easy to get to.

· 2X – Beautiful campus.

· Ample parking.

Kvetches

· 3X – A little bit out of the way. Long way to drive. From a selfish perspective, would nice to be closer to downtown T.O.

· Would rather not be on a Friday due to location and weekend Friday traffic.

Food

Kudos

· 3X – Delicious. Great sandwiches. Lunch was good.

· Great variety.

· The cookies were good.

Kvetches

· No vegetarian sandwiches were provided, though they were made available upon request.

· 2X – I am not a fan of sandwiches.

· 2X – Need more ‘low card’ options. Less starch please.

· Given the fact there was a great deal of food left over, being directed to take only one sandwich did not make sense.

Overall Organization

Kudos

· Fine

· 3X – Extremely well planned. Really well done. Excellent.

Kvetches

· 2X – An hour for lunch was too long. Thirty minutes was all that was required, allowing more time for discussion.

· Could work on an on-line registration process.

Participants: 

	Anticipated
	130

	Registered
	104

	Walk-ins
	3

	No shows
	9

	Pick-ups
	98

	Feedback forms submitted
	59

	Indicated from a board
	24

	Indicated from a college
	26

	Indicated from other organization
	6


Other Feedback

Kudos

· Inspiring.

· 6X – Excellent. Great info. Well done. A worthwhile day with some lively debate. Excellent info sharing. Great job!

· 5X – Thank you!

· Send us all an e-mail linking us to the CMP public site and the info/ppt/video/pics produced and demonstrated at today’s forum.

· 3X – When is the next one? It is very important to keep this dialogue going.

· Prospective from high school employees was most interesting and very informative. Will return next year.

· The sharing of effective practices has the potential to positively influence pedagogy in both colleges and secondary schools.

· Really enjoyed it! Really!

· Excellent presentations/discussions. Great opportunity to come together and discuss common important issues.

Kvetches

· Ministry of Ed should be K-16. We need seamless transmission from K to post-secondary school.

· 4X – Need a forum, and/or more time, on sharing best practices.

· Too much pressure on ‘product’ rather than ‘process’ when we met for the breakout session. Ten more minutes to talk would have been nice.

· 2X – Save trees – print on both sides.

· How do we direct the true college student reaching his/her full potential in MAP4C??

· 3X – The day was too long. Wrap up at 3:00 p.m. for participants who are commuting long distances.

· Session moderators should moderate, not govern.

· 2X – It would be nice to have access to wireless to access emails.

· How much did you pay the photographer? Surely an hour’s worth of photos would serve your purposes.

· How much did you pay the photographer? Surely an hour’s worth of photos would serve tour purposes.
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