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INTRODUCTION

The College Mathematics Project (CMP) is a project of the York/Seneca Institute for Mathematics, Science and Technology Education designed to:

· Analyse the mathematics achievement of first semester college students, particularly in relation to their secondary school mathematics backgrounds;

· Deliberate with members of both college and school communities about ways to increase student success in college mathematics.

CMP 2008 extends the work of the past two years.  The project now comprises 11 colleges in several regions of Ontario and the many school boards in those regions.  

CMP employs a methodology called “deliberative inquiry” in which research on the present situation is combined with deliberation over future courses of action.  The research questions are driven by deliberations over a problematic situation and the subsequent deliberations are driven by questions arising from the research and from the experiences of those most directly involved.

The goals of the CMP deliberative forums are:

· to receive the results of CMP research on mathematics achievement;
· to share information about initiatives already being undertaken at each college and school board to promote student success in mathematics;
· to reflect on students’ personal mathematics experiences at school and college;
· to deliberate over courses of action to improve student success.
A number of elements are critical to the achievement of these goals.  These include:

· a balanced selection of stakeholder groups as forum participants

· a concise account of CMP research on the present situation

· a range of alternative courses of action, including best practices already in use

· a carefully planned agenda and sensitive leadership to facilitate the reaching of consensus

These are the ingredients that will be combined for the four invitational forums to be held in Ontario in the Fall of 2008.

· GTA – Friday Oct. 24 – Seneca College, King Campus

· Eastern Ontario – Thursday Oct. 30 – Algonquin College

· Golden Horseshoe – Wednesday Nov. 5 – Hamilton Convention Centre

· NW Ontario – Tuesday Nov. 11 – Confederation College

Participants at each forum are invited to study the agenda and background documentation that will be provided and to come prepared to share their own experiences and listen to those of others, to reflect on the implications of the CMP research, and to deliberate over ways in which student success in college mathematics can be enhanced.
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