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COLLEGE MATHEMATICS PROJECT 2009


Student Panel Format

The panel will consist of four students chosen from the participating area colleges representing a diversity of programs and preparation at the secondary school level. Students should reflect the college student population. A fifth student should be invited to chair the panel.  All students should sign a student consent form and should be provided with the questions to which they will be expected to respond in advance of the panel. Each student will receive a gift certificate from their college bookstore (value $100.00), a thank you letter and a copy of a letter to the Vice President Academic of their institution acknowledging their contribution to the forum. 

Sample letters are posted on the CMP Document Manager

http://collegemathproject.senecac.on.ca/cmp/committee5.php , under CMP2009, CMP2009 Forums, CMP2009 Forum Planning Resources.

Suggested Questions for Student Panel

1. Program motivation, math background and belief:

· What was your secondary school math preparation (courses taken and achievement)?
· What decision(s) led you to your choice of program?
· Before you entered college, how did you view mathematics and what was 
your belief in your abilities in mathematics? 

2. Math assessment practices

· Did you have to write a mathematics skills assessment in order to be placed in a math course?   If so, how did you feel about the experience?

· Were you provided with the results and if so, were they expected or 
a surprise? 

· Were you placed in a preparatory math course as a result of the test?

3. Please tell us a little about the mathematics course you took (or are taking) in first semester:

· Would you describe the content as mostly new and at a higher level of   difficulty than that presented in secondary school, or is some/all of the material a repeat of what you studied previously?

· Is/was the course presented in the context of your studies?

· In comparison to your secondary school experience, what are the key differences you noticed with respect to:


i)   
Teaching style and methodology


ii)  
Assessment practices – type and frequency


iii) 
Concrete versus abstract treatment of the material – did you find a 


more “applied focus” and was this more interesting for you.

iv)  
Student rights and responsibilities – e.g. due dates, accommodations, etc.

4. What advice would you give to high school teachers (and guidance counselors) with respect to helping students make the transition to college mathematics?

5. What advice would you give to your college mathematics teachers to help you succeed in math?

