
Connecting GTA Teachers

Regional Planning Team Meeting

Monday, November 12, 2007

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Humber ITAL, North Campus, Residence

MEETING NOTES

Participants:

	Chris Coleman, CGTAT

Brenda Pipitone, George Brown 

Ken Harrison, Humber

Carol Henry, Seneca

Jane Jenner, Sheridan

Shirley Chan, Toronto DSB

Art Niezen, York Region DSB
	Rosa Duran, George Brown

Michelle Rao, Georgian

Mary Vesia, Humber

Laurel Schollen, Seneca

Catherine Moynihan, Toronto CDSB

Bernadette Shaw, Toronto DSB




1.  Welcome and Introductions

Ken welcomed the participants and a round of introductions was made. A reminder that we would make time available prior to, and subsequent to, our main meeting in order for project team partners to meet.

2.  Check

For additions to the draft Agenda, see “Other Business” below. CGTAT Meeting Notes for October 10, 2007 were approved.

3.  SCWI Technical Meeting (November 29) – Update

Approximately 100 Reps from Regional Planning Teams all over province will meet and learn from each other about Dual-Credit Projects (DCP). CGTAT has 16 people confirmed. Most are project Leads, others oversee projects. A memo from SCWI, giving a proposed agenda, states “Sharing of experiences & plans for delivery of dual credits through examples from:  Table 1-6”

	Table of Delivery Approaches 2007-08
Based on Ministry’s  Interim Procedures and Timelines for Phase 11 Dual Credit Projects

Section 1.4 Delivery Approaches for 2007-08

	Approach
	Name
	Description
	# of Projects 

	i
	Advanced Standing Matched
	Dual credit based on advanced standing agreement involving matching secondary school credit course(s) and college credit course(s)
	17

	ii
	Advanced Standing with Apprenticeship
	Dual credit with apprenticeship focus based on advanced standing agreement
	2

	iii
	Team Teaching Matched
	Dual credit based on team-teaching of matched college and secondary curriculum (almost 1,000 students)
	33



	iv
	Team Teaching Matched with Apprenticeship
	Dual credit with apprenticeship focus based on team-teaching of matched Level 1 Apprenticeship and secondary curriculum
	

	v
	College Delivered
	Dual credit based on college-delivered college course involving a dedicated role for secondary school teachers (2,500 students)
	69



	vi
	College Delivered with Apprenticeship
	Dual credit based on college-delivered level 1 apprenticeship in-school training involving a dedicated role for secondary school teachers
	29


ACTION: Recommend to SCWI that participants identify key issues, successes and challenges arising out of their DCPs  and be given opportunity to discuss them. Participants could bring one-page handouts prepared in advance. Time could be devoted for discussion of  4-6 “themes.” People could leave the meeting having learned who else had a similar problem and how they dealt with it, and/or how provincially it’s going to be dealt with. It would be useful if the themes could somehow be related to the six “Tables”.

Admission to universities issue. 

Two students applying to Guelph University from Humber’s Orangeville Dual-Credit Project were told if they had a college credit on their transcript they could not apply as a high school student. They would need to apply as a senior student because they had some postsecondary. Grant Yeo is working on this issue. 

ACTION: Check Steps-to-University program that Parkdale Collegiate has with U. of T. to see how their students are being treated.

· Georgian is trying to get their Gen. Ed. “Intro to Psych” made admissible to university. The college can not offer this course as a dual credit because the universities would be even more suspect ????if the course were offered at the high school level. In terms of articulation agreements, universities must “be on board”.

· Humber has offered a Gen. Ed. “Social Psychology” for two years but has made it clear it’s a college credit, accepted at any college, but not at university. Humber is going to try offering university-level courses as Gen. Ed. and see if universities will accept them. One is in the Para-Legal Program and the other is a Gen. Ed. degree-level credit (City Life).

· The Project Descriptions that we are being asked to formulate now will appear in SCWI’s provincial newsletter so it is important they be as accurate as possible.

· The “Executive Summary” from Postsecondary Achievement of Participants in Dual Enrollment: An Analysis of Student Outcomes in Two States was distributed. The two States examined, New York and Florida, have had much success over considerable time. 

· College Now is a free program for New York City's public high school students,http://collegenow.cuny.edu.  All college credits are taught by high school teachers in the high schools after hours and/or on Saturday at the college. High school teachers are hired by the college. The program recruits kids who are achieving 70-75%, so the courses are more enrichment/acceleration than remedial. Students can start in grade 9 and can earn up to one semester of credits before entering college.

· In looking at these results, it is important to recognize that Ontario’s college system is different from the States in that colleges in the States are designed to be mainly transfer institutions. 

4.  College Math Project 2007 Forum – Feedback and Next Steps

· Connecting GTA Teachers and The College Math Project thanked each other for contributing to the success of the forum.

· An Analysis of Participants’ Feedback/Evaluations was distributed. The majority of participants rated the forum good to excellent.

· The analysis will be distributed to members of the CMP Steering Committee. A copy is available at http://cgtat.org in the Forums section.

· The Draft Reporting Plan was also distributed. For a copy, contact Laurel.Schollen@senecac.on.ca 

· When the Forum Proceedings becomes available, it will be sent out to all participants and put on the CGTAT website and on the CMP website.

· The summary report will go out to every college and board in the province.

· A website expected January 2008 will provide public access to aggregate data.

· Suggestion that, in addition to all colleges and boards, reports also be sent to various associations and special interest groups (e.g. OAME, Science Teachers Association, etc.). Various ideas for “getting the word out” were discussed.

ACTION: CGTAT to send a note thanking the CMP Steering Committee. In terms of the future of the CMP, EDU is clearly trying to find a way to make it work. MTCU is restructuring and is less engaged at this point. Connecting GTA Teachers will continue to be supportive wherever possible.

5.  Valuing Apprenticeship and College Education – Discussion

· This agenda item arose from pages 3-4 of the CGTAT Meeting Notes for October 10, 2007 .

· Dofasco may have pulled out of Halton’s apprenticeship program, not because it felt apprenticeship was under-valued in Ontario, but because Dofasco has been bought out by a European company.

· Currently there is more interest in apprenticeship programs, but the challenge is getting funding for them.

· Apprenticeship and interest in apprenticeship are different in different sectors, and in different regions. There are many ways in which apprenticeship is delivered. We must educate ourselves if we are going to take a meaningful step forward. In Ontario, apprenticeship has developed in response to pressures, whereas in Europe it is government policy/legislation and it is more imbedded in the culture.

· In messaging parents we must exercise caution. We don’t want them thinking that we’re saying apprenticeship/college is good and university is bad.

· It would raise the profile of apprenticeships if the government increased the number of apprenticeships where you have to be certified in order to practise the trade.

· Information educators receive about industry issues and trends is often conflicting and politically charged. For example, some say there is a shortage of electricians, but the union says there is a glut. We need to get the facts.

· Issue of Valuing Apprenticeship / College Education began with how teachers qualify and are certified. See Future Forums (below)

· Discussion about the negative impact on the economy of students, subsequent to graduating from university, having to attend college in order to get jobs, and having to pay off student loans.

· Discussion about learning styles.

6.  Future Forums – Possible topics and organization

· Forum dealing with apprenticeship.  Unsure who the target audience might be. It would be interesting to hear from employers, but it is very difficult to get them out because they are all so busy. Employers have to see something in it for them. Danger that a forum might become a gripe session.

· Forum involving teacher candidates? Format might be an adaptation/expansion of a course at York Faculty of Ed. in Math, Science and Technology that focuses on perceptions re colleges. Could be expanded to include apprenticeships. Some possible formats and processed were discussed. Follow up forum with an article in the student magazine. 

ACTION: Laurel Schollen offered to Contact Sue Ferguson, at OISE, and someone at York.

ACTION: Investigate other forums in the province, so we don’t “re-invent the wheel”.

· Georgian sent student support services representatives to a meeting at the board level of student success teachers. Helped get people together. 

7.  Other Business

· Financial reporting (deferred to next meeting)

· Issues arising out of Dual-Credit Projects 

· Chris Coleman’s  email address is coleman1347@rogers. (His address at Humber is being phased out).

8.  Next Meeting

Monday, December 10, 2007

Toronto DSB East Education Office

140 Borough Drive (located just behind Scarborough Town Centre)

Committee Room 3/4 (1st floor)

12:00 - 2:00 p.m. Main Meeting

10:00 - 12:00 and/or 2:00 - 4:00 Board/College Partnership Working Groups

MAP
Directions: 3 lights south of 401and Brimley, turn left on Omini Dr. then bear right onto Borough Dr.

	Issues Raised During the Meeting

· Ministry’s requires Course Codes asap

· Different “spins” on DCPs (See “Tables” on page 2 of CGTAT Notes for 2007-10-15)

· Ministry’s plans for next year. Will there be another Phase?

· New funding models?

· Impact of RFP process on planning, especially for fall semester. SCWI trying to have RFP released by February 2008.

· Possibility of two years of funding?

· What kind of funding formulae?

· Apprenticeship

· Unions. How will up-coming Federation contract negotiations impact DCPs?

· Are Dual Credits only to be offered in the elective programs at the secondary school level or can they also be concentrated in the compulsory programs? E.g. Confederation College was looking at dual-credit math.

· Number of DCPs in a college and their affect on funding. Communication processes within our institutions.

· Admission to universities .

· Are all models going to be continued or will they be pared down to one or two?

· Is the focus of DCPs on just the “at risk” student, or can it be broadened? Provincially, what is the goal long term?
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