
Connecting GTA Teachers
Regional Planning Team Meeting

Monday, March 17, 2008

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Humber ITAL, North Campus

MEETING NOTES

Participants:

	Steve Bodsworth, Humber

Chris Coleman, CGTAT (Coordinator)

Cesare DiDonato, Halton CDSB

Ken Harrison, Humber (Chair)

Dave Lewis, Halton DSB

Susan McPhedran, Upper Grand DSB

Greg Murray, Halton IEC

Michelle Rao, Georgian

Dale Thorington, Centennial

Christine Yakiwchuk, Halton DSB
	Vince Burzotta, TCDSB

Tina Cotrupi, Toronto CDSB

Rosa Duran, George Brown

Carol Henry, Seneca

Janice McCaskill, TDSB

Catherine Moynihan, Toronto CDSB

Brenda Pipitone, George Brown

Kim Taylor-Reed, York Region DSB

Mary Vesia, Humber




1.  Welcome and Introductions

Ken Harrison welcomed participants, and a round of introductions was made. 
2.  Agenda Check and Review of Previous Meeting Notes

A check of the Agenda was made. Meeting Notes of Monday, February 11, 2008, were approved, 

Summary of Phase 12 Proposals is available at http://cgtat.org/proposals.xls  and will be updated as we learn more about funding allocations,.

3.  Update on Phase 12 RFP submissions

· Proposal was submitted to SCWI on time. Ken thanked everyone for their support.

· A memo from SCWI, dated March 6, 2008, was previously forwarded to Reps and Leads. The memo states that “the final decisions on approvals and funding allocations will not be conveyed to you until the first week in April due to the complexity of the process. Submissions were received exceeding $20 million, which is significantly beyond the total budget allocated.”

· They have also delayed decisions on the Specialist High Skills Majors the same amount of time.

· Some planning/implementation timelines were discussed.

4.  Phase 11 Mid-Year Report

· Mid-Year Report was also submitted to SCWI on time. Ken thanked everyone for their support.

· Copy of the report is available at http://cgtat.org in the “SCWI, Reports to” section.

· Mid-Year Report will form the basis for the Final Report, due July 1,2008

·  Mid-Year Report should generate 50% of the allocated funding. However, the latest cheque from SCWI was returned because it was short $200,000 (approx.)

5.  Guidelines and Procedures for Submitting Phase 11 Final Reports

· A draft of the guidelines and procedures was handed out at the meeting and is available at http://cgtat.org in the “SCWI, Reports to” section.

· The importance of the Student Testimonials was stressed.

· The testimonials consist of two parts: the written part and the Release/Consent Form (which gives the Ministry permission to use the student’s feedback in its promotions).

· For the mid-year report, CGTAT received a number of testimonials, but most had no release/consent form attached.

· Various strategies for connecting the two parts were discussed. Some colleges and boards ask students to complete the release/consent form “up front” (i.e. upon registration). Some integrate the testimonials into the assessment process.

· Various formats for students’ responses were discussed: e.g. respond to questions, complete a survey, or compose a short anecdote. It was agreed that we don’t all adopt one format.

· Suggestion that, in Coop programs, the testimonials be part of  “reflective process’.

· Whose role is it to collect the testimonials? Dedicated Teacher? College teacher (as part of the instructor/course evaluation)? Project Coordinator? Each role will affect the quality and quantity of testimonials.

· Suggestion that somehow parents be included in the process.

· The latest List of Course Codes was released March 13, and is available at http://cgtat.org in the “SCWI, Reports to” section. Issues regarding entering codes in the SIS were discussed. Address questions to Phil Hedges, Education Officer, MOE, London Regional Office, 519-667-1440 x248 or 1-800-265-4221, Phil.Hedges@ontario.ca 

7.  Budget Review

· Clarification/direction from SCWI is expected regarding CGTAT’s surplus from Phase 10; not all of the money was spent. Hopefully the money can be carried forward to projects/activities that are continuing in Phase 11.

· Templates and instructions for submitting invoices to Mary Vesia are located on the CGTAT website in the “Resources” section. There are two templates: one for an Activity and another for a Dual-Credit program.

8.  SCWI Provincial Symposium – May 13, 2008 at Humber

· A one-day gathering of a variety of 300 people (approx.) from across the province.

· CGTAT Reps will be expected to participate somehow; details to follow.

· Information about previous symposia is available on the the CGTAT website under “SCWI Symposiums”. Included are examples of PowerPoint presentations.

· CGTAT is advocating some format or formats other than a series of “show-and-tells”. Some ideas/suggestions were:

· Workshops/presentations grouped according to the six different Approaches/models of DCPs;

· Best practices—what works, what doesn’t;

· Themes (e.g. How to register students in DCPs; Marketing/Promotion; Connecting high school and college personel; How to facilitate the team-taught model; etc.)

· Issues (e.g. funding system; tracking students; unions; publication of real stats; implications for the province; rural vs. urban; etc.)

· Others were discussed.

· Suggestion we stay in touch with the symposium planning committee.

9.  Revisions to CGTAT’s Promotional Folder

· Typically the folder has been distributed at forums as part of the participants’ packages.

· The folder is now three years old and needs some updating. For example: new CGTAT members (Upper Grand DSB, Learning Partnership), new visuals, new/revised logos, etc.)

· Reps were invited to provide feedback/suggestions.

· Some text needed to connect CGTAT with Student Success initiatives across the province.

· Recommendation that the name “Connecting GTA Teachers” be phased out, to become the “GTA Regional Planning Team”. Some discussion ensued. 

· Perhaps use back of folder for a selection of testimonials.

· For new/revised logos, please send TIFF files to Mary Vesia.

10.  Other Business

· David Lewis suggested  members might want to check out the website for York Region DSB’s Quest 2007: Dare to Dream conference http://www.leadingedgelearning.ca/quest2007/  Select “Load Video Portal”, then select the presentation by Dr. Willard R. Daggett titled “Preparing Students for a Changing World.” Informative, insightful and entertaining!

11.  Next Meeting

Monday, April 14, 2008
Humber ITAL, North Campus (maps)
Governors Boardroom B101

10:00 – 12:00 Room available for pre-arranged board/college partnership meetings
12:00 – 2:00 Planning Team Meeting
2:00 – 3:00 Room available for pre-arranged board/college partnership meetings
For parking, go to Main Parking Information Kiosk (Lot 10) and say you are attending the CGTAT meeting. They will give you a parking pass and further instructions. Parking is free.[image: image1.png]
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