Connecting GTA Teachers Planning Team
Meeting

Thursday, March 10, 2005

1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

York Catholic District School Board, Aurora

( D  R  A  F  T )


Participants:

Steve, Bodsworth, Humber

Chris, Coleman, CGTAT
Jean Courtney, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Ron, Dorcas, York CDSB

Janet, Gambrell, Sheridan

Ken, Harrison, CGTAT (Chair)

Carol, Henry, Seneca

Greg, Murray, Halton Industry Ed Council

Michelle, Ouellette, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Mark, Petit, Toronto CDSB

Lucy, Valentino, Centennial

Mary, Vesia, Humber

	Meeting Notes




1.  Welcome and Introductions
Ken Harrison welcomed the participants and guests to the meeting and a round-table of introductions was made.

2.  Agenda Check
The agenda was approved.

3.  Discussion Portion of the Meeting
See Appendix A.

4.  Meetings Notes from February 17, 2005
The notes from the previous meeting were approved as presented.

A reminder to everyone that if you wish to participate in the following conferences to contact Mary Vesia:

· OCEA (Ontario Cooperative Education Association) Spring Conference.

“Successful Transitions”, May 1-3, 2005, Thornhill, http://www.ocea.on.ca/
· OISE “Teacher Education for the Schools We Need”, May 13-14, 2005

http://conference.oise.utoronto.ca/
Lucy Valentino and Carol Henry plan to attend the OSIE conference.

5. Communications Skills Workshop – Update

Chris Coleman gave an update of the planning for the Communications Skills Workshop to be held at Sheridan ITAL on Wednesday, April 27, 2005.

· The Proceedings are compete (almost) and look very exciting.

· The morning breakout sessions will be repeated in the afternoon. Most attendees should get at least one of their top two choices.

· The emphasis is on stimulating interesting and productive discussions.

· A key outcome is for all attendees to connect with an individual in a local school or college, and to contact that individual in the near future.

· The Registration Kit will include the Proceedings document and a Registration Form. The Registration Form is an “electronic” form. It is designed to be submitted as an attachment to an email message. The kits plus instructions will be emailed to all CGTAT Reps and Subcommittee members, probably on or before March 22.

· Registrations start the week as soon as the Registration Kits are sent out.

· Registrations close April 7.

· Applicants are asked to complete the electronic form and submit it to their CGTAT Rep. 

· Reps are asked to “bundle” the forms together from time to time and then send them to coleman1347@rogers.com
6. Learning Partnership Proposal (LPP) – Update

· Mark, Ken and ??? attended the last meeting of the Learning Partnership.

· Debbie Ganz (sp?) has been hired to coach approximately thirty, Alternative Education, high school students on entering a college.

· On March 31 there will be more information.

· Q:  Do we do a joint proposal for Phase 9?

· A: Perhaps. We could identify initiatives and exemplary practices which might be replicated. Our initiatives should be “data-driven.” We should celebrate the good ones; identify the gaps.

· We are is a position to assess what the LP is doing and to advise them.

7. Annual SCWI Symposium – April 25, 2005, at Mohawk College
· Ken reminded the group of the upcoming SCWI  Symposium to be held at Mohawk College on April 25.

· Last year at the Symposium, five or six members of the CGTAT Planning Team did a joint presentation. The presentation was about the activities of CGTAT over the previous year.

· ACTION ITEM: Volunteers are needed to give this year’s presentation. Please contact ken.harrison@humber.ca
8. Other Business

1. Lucy pointed out that 19 of 24 Ontario colleges have filed deficits. Public support is needed for the government to act. The universities are advertising for support. ACTION ITEM: You are asked to please support the e-petition to ask the Government of Ontario to increase funding now. The e-petition is online at http://ww.fundcollegesnow.ca  Thank you!

2. In regard to the next CGTAT meeting at Centennial, on April 21 (See below), the Discussion Topic is ESL. Lucy pointed out that over 40% of students in colleges are now ESL. This trend is increasing. It raises the question of how to provide effective learning experiences in college programs when so many students are ESL. High school students need to be given information about the multicultural environment that they can expect in college.

Suggestion: A possible initiative for CGTAT might be something to connect high school and college ESL teachers.

ACTION ITEM: There is room for 22 people only. If you plan to attend the April 21st meeting, please RSVP to Lucy as soon as possible: 416-289-5000 x7396 or lvalenti@centennialcollege.ca
Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Connecting GTA Teachers Regional Planning Team will be:

Thursday, April 21 

1:00 to 3:30 p.m.

Progress Campus

Centennial College

941 Progress Avenue, Scarborough 

  (east of Markham Road and just south of Hwy 401)
http://www.centennialcollege.ca/about/location.htm
Room to be annonced. The Topic for Discussion will be English as a Second Language. Lucy Valentino to organize.
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