Connecting GTA Teachers Planning Team
Meeting

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

President’s Board Room, Humber College ITAL


Participants:

	Steve Bodsworth, Humber

Toni Burzotta, Toronto CDSB

Chris Coleman, CGTAT

Tina Cotrupi, Toronto CDSB

Ron Dorcas, York CDSB

Sue Ferguson, Toronto DSB

Ken Harrison, Humber

Carol Henry, Seneca

Jane Jenner, Sheridan
	Marc Keirstead, York CDSB

John Lavelle, Peel DSB

Greg Murray, Halton Industry Edu Council
Michelle Rao, Georgian

Laurel Schollen, Seneca

Kim Taylor -Reed, York Region DSB

Mary Vesia, Humber

Debbie Zakus, Toronto DSB


	Meeting Notes


1.  Welcome and Introductions

Ken Harrison welcomed the participants to the meeting and a round-table of introductions was made.  
2.  CGTAT Orientation Package

An Orientation Package was distributed to all members that included the following:
a. Orientation Information

b. CGTAT Terms of Reference

c. Photo Sheet of CGTAT Members

d. Members Contact Information (alpha and by org.)

Documents (a) and (b) are available at http://cgtat.org  Documents (c) and (d) are available from Chris Coleman.

Action: Please check the accuracy of these documents and inform us of any changes.
3.  Check of: 

· Agenda

· CGTAT Meeting Notes – September 7
Both documents were accepted by the meeting.

4.  Planning for forums
Discussion began with a brief review of the Topics of Discussions last year and ensued along the following themes:
· Essential Skills and TOWES are not well understood or accepted.
· Sustainability is our biggest challenge. For example, what can we do to expand upon last year’s regional forums on Communication Skills, in order to achieve sustainable, long-term change?

· Pathways, Parents and Process. Information is abundant. However, much of it is either misunderstood or ignored. We need to provide more help on how to process all the information.

· Student Success – The Disengaged Student. Research presented recently at a session titled "Making Our Kids Successful" by Dr. Bruce Ferguson, Director of CHSRG, Sick Children’s Hospital and University of Toronto, www.aboutkidshealth.ca  showed that “disengaged students” typically do like being in school, but drop out due to irrelevant curriculum and non-engaging instruction. Tina recommended the book Beyond Monet: The Artful Science of Instructional Integration by Carol Rolheiser.
· Teaching Techniques Exchange. CGTAT is about connecting teachers. High school teachers have much to offer college teachers in terms of teaching techniques. 

· Student Placement. Getting students into workforce is a challenge; can’t find enough employers. How do we improve communication between education and business/industry?
· Pilots and Processes. The focus of Phase 9 should be less on “show and tell” and more on developing processes and initiating pilots.
Tentative Meeting Schedule
	Meeting Dates  & Times
	Meeting Locations
	Topics for Discussion
	Contact Person

	Tue. Nov 29/05

7:30 am

	Sheridan
	Essential Skills &

TOWES
	Jane Jenner

	Thur. Jan 12/06

12:00 – 2:00 pm
	Seneca – To be confirmed
	Pathways, Parents and Processes (To be confirmed)
	Carol Henry

Toni Burzotta

Debbie Zakus

	Wed Feb 8/06

12:00 – 2:00 pm
	Planning Team Invited to Host


	Extension of Communications Skills Forum
	TDSB’s P.D. Day Feb.10, 2006
Chris Coleman to follow up with Sue Ferguson.

	Thur. Mar 9/06

12:00 – 2:00 pm
	Planning Team Invited to Host


	
	

	Thur. Apr 13/06

12:00 – 2:00 pm
	Planning Team Invited to Host


	
	


5.  Progress Reports on CGTAT Major Projects

· College Mathematics Project

· STEPS to College

· School-to-College Transition Programs
Available at http://cgtat.org under “Meetings”.

6. Next Meeting
Essential Skills and TOWES Workshop
Sheridan, Trafalgar Campus

Tuesday, November 29, 2005

7:30 a.m.
Details to be announced.

Breakfast will be provided.
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