



Connecting GTA Teachers

Regional Planning Team Meeting

Monday, April 19, 2010

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Humber ITAL, Seventh Semester (KB111)

MEETING NOTES

Participants:

	Linda Alati, York Region DSB

Chris Coleman, (Coordinator)

Mary Davis, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Rosa Duran, George Brown

Sharon Goodland, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Lina Hasserjian, TDSB

Lina Iacobucci, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

John Lavelle, Peel SB

Gina Marshall, Centennial

Catherine Moynihan, Toronto CDSB

Harpreet Neelam, Peel DSB

Steve Paul, Aislin Ed. & Safety Foundation, B.C

Michelle Rao, Georgian

Laura Rogers, Toronto DSB

Craig Shelswell, EDU

Pat Tait, Humber

Victoria Warbuck, Seneca
	David Armstrong, SCWI

Lawrence Cotton, York CDSB

Cesare DiDonato, Halton CDSB

Pat Evans, Peel DSB

Ken Harrison, Humber (Chair)

Phil Hedges, EDU

Jane Jenner, Sheridan

Elizabeth MacGregor, Peel DSB

Susan McPhedran, Upper Grand DSB

Greg Murray, Halton IEC

Michelle Ouellette, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Chris Pearson, Dufferin-Peel CDSB 

Carol Ray, Humber

Ed Sedlak, TDSB

James Stuart, MMC Software Canada, B.C

Dale Thorington, Centennial

Mary Vesia, Humber


1. Welcome and Introductions

Ken Harrison welcomed participants and a round of introductions was made.

2. Agenda Check

A check of the Agenda was made.

3. Review of Previous Meeting Notes

· Meeting Notes for Monday, March 22, 2010 were accepted and are posted at http://cgtat.org in the “Open Meetings” section.

· A reminder that our next meeting on Monday, May 17, will be devoted to the topic of SMART Goals.

· A reminder to complete the Activities Sub-Committee’s survey at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9TCGSXR , i.e., if your organization has not yet responded. The Sub-Committee asks for only one response from each organization.

4. Dual Credit Student Data Report

· A reminder that the due date for the Dual Credit Student Data Report is fast approaching. The format will be the same as the Interim Report. In addition, there will be a Final Expenditures Report.

5. RFP 2010-2011 – status/update

· The SCWI Approvals were sent out to everybody, but unfortunately, it became evident were some errors and omissions. For example, on the Activities worksheet, some rows were out of line so the numbers did not line up. On the Dual Credit worksheet, some courses were listed with an inappropriate benchmark. 

· Reps are asked to review the spreadsheet file that was sent out, and if your particular area has issue, please let Ken know. At this point, Ken has feedback from Seneca, Centennial, Humber, George Brown, and Georgian. 

· David thanked everyone for their patience with this process which continues to evolve. In the future any changes will be indicated by inserting a line with the change right on the spreadsheet.

· At this point SCWI is not inviting any changes for next year -- just corrections.

· A final corrected version of the spreadsheet will be distributed within the next week or so.

6. “My Safe Ride Home” – Steve Paul, Alex Stuart 

· Ken welcomed two guests from B.C., Steve Paul and Alex Stuart. Ken met Steve at an Access Conference this past fall. At that conference, Steve was highlighting a “pretty neat” program, called “My Safe Ride Home”. This is a fund-raising initiative that can impact both college and secondary school students.

· A package was distributed which contained materials specific to each board or college. Reps were asked to forward the materials to the appropriate people in their organization.

· Steve sits on the foundation board of directors of a Kwantlen Polytechnic University in B.C. which has undertaken an initiative called “Spark”. Spark is principally a post-secondary access program dealing with dual credits, etc. The results in Ontario are closely aligned with what B.C. is experiencing.

· The “My Safe Ride Home” (MSRH) program addresses personal safety. At University of Fraser Valley students, the program is a feature of the “U-Pass” plastic card provided by the Student Union Society. The program affords a student a priority queue for fast pick up 24/7. So that if the student is in a “risk situation”, he or she can be picked up and taken to a safe destination. 

· The MSRH card costs $25.00, is good for one taxicab ride, and is valid for one year from date of purchase.

· If you’re using a Bell cell phone in Canada today in a geography where the MSRH program is live and hit #6233, your call will be routed directly into the dispatch of a participating taxi company where it will come up as a call for immediate action. The taxi will be identified as a participant by a logo on it. The card will assure the driver that he/she will be paid. 

· This year the U.of Fraser Valley Student Union Society decided, by referendum, that all students would participate in the MSRH program. Consequently, they distributed 10,000 cards, out of which approximately 400 students took advantage of the program.

· Through an agreement between the university and the Aislinn Education & Safety Foundation, up to 50% of the money associated with the non-redeemed cards in a calendar year goes back to the university, for bursaries or scholarships or whatever initiative they think is important or necessary (e.g. a dual credit initiative). Within five years, this could amount to half a million dollars.

· The “My Safe Ride Home” program has been Trade Marked successfully in Canada, the United States, and internationally.

· In association with Aislin, MMC Software Canada has written some software code that can be transferred onto a piece of plastic. All parties interactive with the program are able to read the data on the card – in this case the taxi industry For the first time, the taxi industry is offered a program where they can participate in risk intervention without being charged a processing fee, as they would be with a credit card transaction. Also drivers are protected in case there is an incident between driver and student.

· There are now five “purses” on the card.

· In addition to the MSRH purse, there is a purse for purchase of healthy food. B.C. was the first provincial government to implement legislation around healthy foods in schools. Ontario has followed suit. When junk food could be sold, it was one of the largest single fund raisers. In B.C. 2007, $179 million of junk food was dispensed in 4,000 public schools. Most of that money went into providing extra-curricular activities, events, music, etc, to students. The healthy food purse is  to support socially responsible vending. Students can purchase healthy foods from contracted vendors who give commissions of 10% to 20% to Aislin who give 50% of that money to contracted univerities/boards.

· During the Q&A, other details and possibilities of the MSRH program came forward. “Bottom line” is, students are getting home, vendors/taxis are getting paid, and the coffers of the university are benefitting. 

· For more information, please contact either Alex Stuart at globalinks@shaw.ca or Steve Paul at stephenpaul@shaw.ca or visit the MSRH website at http://mysaferidehome.ca or http://www.mysaferidehome.org/ 

7. Activities Sub-Committee Report and Discussion 

· So far there have been 10 responses out of 16 to the Activities Sub-Committee’s survey at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9TCGSXR A reminder to complete the survey if your organization has not yet responded. The Sub-Committee is looking for just one response from each organization. Orgs that have not responded will be sent a “discreet” reminder.

· A major objective of the survey is to submit the data to the ministry so they can get a “feel” for what our interests are as far as Activities go. For example, we may want to increase (or decrease) the number of Categories.

· The data will impact the 2011-12 RFP. 

· For 2010-11, funding for Dual Credit provincially is approximately $23.4 million. Funding for Activities is approximately $4.5 million. Forum funding is about a half million. Funding for RPTs is about $1.2 million. It’s anticipated that the Dual Credit side will continue to grow, and the monies for the other three will probably remain about the same.

· As the proportion of funding between Dual Credits and Activities has become imbalanced, can ways be found to enhance the opportunities for Activities? Hard data from the Dual Credit student data reports clearly indicates an improvement to the provincial graduation rate. However, we can’t necessarily put our fingers on improved student outcomes through increased Activities and Forums. Perhaps there is a way for us, when we’re crafting the submission for Activities, to build in a component that emphasizes measurement , a way that better demonstrates how students who come in grade 6,7,8 to an event at a college are more likely to end up in a college 5-6 years later. Perhaps the regulations around the Ontario Education Numbers (OEN) could be freed up a bit to make tracking easier?

8. Apprenticeship/Dual Credit Programs Sub-Committee Report and Discussion

· Last meeting, we had a discussion around the apprenticeship and dual credit programs. Thanks to the York boards for giving us an overview of how things are working in that venue.

· Programs that are running in Upper Grand DSB are using the Literary Lessons binders specific to each of the OYAP programs. Paper copies of all the materials from the Level One programs were made available. If people find the materials useful, they will be scanned and made available electronically. To give your feedback or for more information, contact Sue McPhedran.

· The Dual Credit Working Group is scheduled to meet again April 30th. More information will be available subsequently. 

· Humber has a research project underway, reaching back to 2007, looking at approximately 300 Dual Credit students who have passed through the SSOWT (Secondary Schools of West Toronto) program. The objective is to track each of those students to find out what happened to them.

9. SCWI Annual Symposium (May 4)

· Registration is first-come, first-served. The Symposium has never had to turn anyone away, but the auditorium will seat only 300 people, and this year the symposium is already over-subscribed.

· People who are leading workshops will get a list of the actual people who have registered for their workshop.

· Presenters should register. So should students. The parking pass comes as part of the confirmation.

10.  Other Business

· New contact information for Chris Coleman is -
chris.coleman@bell.net
Voice: 519-942-9996
Tor. Line: 647-724-0130

Next Meeting

Monday, May 17, 2010

Topic: SMART Goals
Humber ITAL, North Campus 

Seventh Semester (KB111) 

11:00 – 2:00 Main Meeting (Time to be confirmed)

2:00 – 4:00 Room available for pre-arranged sub-committee meetings and pre-arranged              board/college partnership meetings
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