



Connecting GTA Teachers

Regional Planning Team 
Meeting

Monday, January 16, 2012
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Humber ITAL, Residence Conference Room (T132)
MEETING NOTES

Participants:

	Joe Andrews, Humber

Chris Coleman, (Coordinator)

Liz Dantas, George Brown

Nicky DiRito, York CDSB

Vicky Essebag, York Region DSB

Ken Harrison, Humber (Chair)

Paula Marconi, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Ethan Millberg, York Region DSB

Irene Mota, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Greg Murray, Halton IEC

Chris Pearson, Dufferin-Peel CDSB 

Carol Ray, Humber

Bruno Sacco, Dufferin-Peel CDSB 

Michael Smith, SCWI

Shelagh Taber Walsh, George Brown

Maria Terra, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Mary Vesia, Humber
	Kiley Bolton, Seneca

Tina Cotrupi, Toronto CDSB

Cesare DiDonato, Halton CDSB

Mary Ellen Gucciardi, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Pat Evans, Peel DSB

Jane Jenner, Sheridan

Susan McPhedran, Upper Grand DSB

Patricia Mongillo, York CDSB

Catherine Moynihan, Toronto CDSB

Chuck Okonkwo, Youth Assisting Youth

Michelle Rao, Georgian

Laura Reynolds, Toronto DSB

Maryanne Small, George Brown

Sean Squires, Centennial

Mary Talamo, York CDSB

Dale Thorington, Centennial




1. Welcome and Introductions

Ken welcomed participants, and a round of introductions was made. 
2. Agenda Check
A check of the Agenda was made and new items added under Other Business.
3. Review of Previous Meeting Notes 
Meeting Notes for December 19, 2011, were accepted. Meeting Notes are posted at http://cgtat.org in the Open Meetings section. 
4. Phase 16 (2012-2015) RFP Submission update
· Ken thanked everyone for their timely proposal submissions.
· The information submitted on the Excel Forms was entered into the Ministry’s new online data collection system, and a number of suggestions were made to SCWI for improving the system.

· For 2012-13, the requested amount is $9.9 million. This is considerably higher than last year when the approved amount was almost $6.5 million.
· A response from SCWI is expected by the end of January 2012. We should be prepared for reductions in some areas.

· The Signature Page has been sent out along with an Executive Summary of CGTAT’s proposals. The Page should be signed by the Board Director or College President of all CGTAT member organizations and sent to Mary Vesia ASAP. Most of the Signature Pages have already been submitted.
· In order to clarify certain details, David Armstrong will be contacting some of the people who submitted proposals. SCWI will be updating the EDCS system based on the details provided.
5. Contract Changes – December Response

· In early December 2011, we went through a second round of Contract Change submissions, and received the decisions on January 5th.
· Everyone who requested a Contract Change received a copy of the Approvals Letter.

· If additional changes arise, as we move into the second semester, there may be an additional opportunity to make changes.
6. Reporting of Phase 15 (2011-12) Dual Credit Programs and Activities

· ACTION: The Mid-Year Student Data Reports are due into chris.coleman@bell.net by noon on Friday, March 9, 2012.
· This report involves just Dual Credit Programs, not Activities, and just for Semester One. Data for the second semester does not have to be entered until the Final Report.
· The big change this year is that for each Dual Credit Program, a breakdown by board needs to be provided.
· An Excel Form/File has been sent out for each Dual Credit Program. The form/files have been pre-populated as much as possible. Where a program involves more than one board, the form/file contains separate worksheets/tabs – one for each board.
· At this point, SCWI doesn’t seem to be interested in receiving a breakdown by course. However, even though a breakdown by course is not required as part of the Mid-Year Report, Program Leads are urged to record this detail because it will drive future decisions (e.g. whether a course is offered next year, etc.)
· The sooner we collect data, the easier it will be to report it when it comes time.
· As all the information that SCWI is collecting can be pulled from the OnSIS (Ontario School Information System) Report that comes from the boards – IEPs (Individual Education Plan), IPRCs (Identification, Placement, & Review Committee), addresses, gender, etc. – it seems there is an unnecessary duplication of work for everyone.
· The Ministry may be doing a double check.
· It was pointed out that in order to take the data from OnSIS, all students must have a timetable and they don’t. It would be easier to ensure all students have a timetable before the OnSIS report goes in rather than to go through the SCWI reporting process.
· Another concern expressed was the fact that the colleges don’t have access to the OnSIS data until about a year to a year-and-a-half later, and that data is useful for assessment, planning, etc.

· ACTION: David Armstrong to be asked about this issue.

· Discussion followed regarding the precise definitions of ‘Started’, ‘Attempted’, and ‘Finished’. Opinions varied.
· ACTION: David Armstrong to be asked to clarify.
7. Youth Assisting Youth (YAY): Presentation by Chuck Okonkwo 
· The following is an email message from Chuck that summarizes his presentation:

	Dear CGTAT Regional Planning Team Members

Re: Charitable Reg. No. 11930 7478 RR0001
Please watch the Youth Assisting Youth video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NpVWuXDzhTA 

Youth Assisting Youth is a non-profit charitable organization that provides peer mentoring services for youth 6 – 15 years old. YAY and our team of dedicated and trained volunteers, mostly post secondary students and young professionals, help youth new to Canada and youth who need some extra guidance and support. Volunteers spend their time helping youth academically by improving their English skills, tutoring, and assisting them with homework. They also encourage and promote a healthy and active lifestyle by participating in sports and exercising and help newcomer youth adjust to life in Canada. The whole purpose of our program is to help youth make better decisions through mentorship.

Right now, more than ever, they need your help. These are tough times for everybody – especially young people. Never before have we had so many children on our waiting list in need of a mentor.

What can you do to help?
We want to inform your students about our program. We are in need of volunteers 16 – 29 years old who are willing to make a difference in their community. We will be hosting a Volunteer Information and Training event on Saturday January 28, 2012 at our Yonge and Finch head office (5734 Yonge Street, Suite 600, Toronto, ON, M2M 4E7). Please share this information with your students. This is a great opportunity for them to build their resume, meet new people, and have a lot of fun at the same time. We also offer scholarships. 

We have some promotional materials that we would like to distribute (i.e. flyers, posters) if possible. See Appendix A below. If you could forward this email to your students and colleagues, that would also be great. I would be more than glad to make a short presentation to your students whenever possible. If there are any students, teams or clubs that you feel would be interested in volunteering, please let them know about this program. Another great way to inform your students about our program would be during the morning announcements.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. I respect the fact that you are very busy and appreciate you taking the time to read this email. If you could make an effort to share this information with your students, you could help a kid in need. 

I would like to thank Chris Coleman for distributing this message. And I would especially like to thank Ken Harrison for his leadership and giving me the opportunity connect with all of you.
Please contact me and let me know the best way to promote our program in your school. Thank you again for your time and I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Thank you.
Chukwuma Okonkwo| Volunteer Coordinator
YAY| Youth Assisting Youth| www.yay.org
Telephone: 416.932.1919 ext. 258 | Fax: 416.932.1924 
Toll Free: 1.877.932.1919



8. College Math Project – 2012 Forum
· SCWI is willing to contribute $7,500 towards a forum.
· Previous CMP Forums have presented research regarding high school Mathematics curricula and discussed next steps.
· Discussion followed on how we might do things a little differently than in the past, who might contribute, who might participate, timing, possible themes, location, etc.

· In the past, the most “colourful” message seems to come from the students themselves.

· It’s critical that the timing not conflict with meetings of other Math groups.

· ACTION: Subsequent to the discussion, it was decided to form a small planning subcommittee to meet after the main meeting. The members of the subcommittee are Kiley Bolton, Dale Thorington, Ken Harrison, Chris Coleman, and Mary Vesia.
9. Other Business
Apprenticeship Fees for OYAP
· Each Dual Credit Level One student comes with $575 in funding through the benchmarks. But the fees for Apprenticeship are $400 for a standard six week course and $600 for a twelve week course. We are not allowed to change Dual Credit Students any fees. “Bottom line” is we are not being properly funded for what we need to do. Money has to be taken from other areas, especially when things like supplies are involved.

· The question is, can anyone help sort out this complicated situation.
· It was suggested that a memorandum be sent to the Ministry stating that it may be a challenge for colleges to continue to offer this type of Dual Credit Program unless the funding benchmark changes.
· It would be interesting to know the position of other RPTs on this issue. A memorandum would carry more weight if it came from more than one RPT.

· ACTION: A small subcommittee was formed to look into the issue -- Michelle Rao, Ed Sedlak, Bruno Sacco, Susan McPhedran, Carmy Pizzoferrato. The subcommittee will meet before or after the CGTAT February main meeting.
scwi.ca and gotocollege.ca

· Michael Smith again invited people to contribute to the SCWI websites. They are trying to make the sites very dynamic. If you have Activities that you want to advertise and /or something that will appeal to parents/students to help them understand, please contact Michael at msrainford@gmail.com 
10. Next Meeting: 
Monday, February 27, 2012
Humber ITAL, North Campus
Residence Conference Room (T132)

Appendix A – YAY Volunteers Needed
*High need for volunteers throughout Scarborough, North York and Etobicoke.
Apply Today:

Call (416) 932 - 1919 or forward your resume to cokonkwo@yay.org. Those interested in applying should attend the next Volunteer Information and Training Session on Saturday January 28, 2012 (These events take place every other week at our Yonge and Finch Head Office). Contact Chuck today and RSVP your seat because seats are limited.

Youth Assisting Youth is a non-profit charitable organization that provides mentoring services for youth 6 - 15 years old. 

We need active post secondary students and young professionals to help newcomer and at risk youth in your community. Volunteers will spend their time promoting an active and healthy lifestyle (i.e. biking, running, playing sports, etc.) and tutoring/helping youth with homework. 

Volunteer Description: 

Volunteers will provide positive support, homework help, coaching and leadership to youth on a one-to-one basis or in groups including after school programs, arts and/or recreational activities. Second language skills are preferred but not required. American Sign Language also needed but not required. Attend attractions, professional sports events, etc. together. FREE passes/tickets provided. Scholarships are available. Comprehensive training provided. Young professionals and post secondary students/grads needed. 

Qualifications:

-16 - 29 years old. 
-Able to provide two professional references; (i.e. professor, employer, etc.). 
-Successful completion of Vulnerable Sector Screening and interview 
-Able to commit to 3 hours a week on your own schedule for a year. 
-Second language (i.e. Mandarin, Farsi, Spanish, Russian, etc.) preferred but not required.

This is a great opportunity to build your resume, make a difference, and have a lot of fun at the same time. If you are interested, please submit your resume.

Contact Chuck Okonkwo: 

Phone: (416) 932-1919 ext. 258 
Fax: (416) 932-1924 
Email: cokonkwo@yay.org 

Visit our website at www.yay.org 
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