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Deputy Minister

DATE: January 11, 2007

RE: Interim Guidelines for Dual Credits Earned by Students in 2006-07 in
Approved Dual Credit Pilot Projects

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide policy direction for the current school year (2006-07) for
dual credit programs approved under Phase 10 of the School-College-Work Initiative (SCWI) and for
the recording of credits carned by secondary school students in the 65 pilot projects.

Background

In December 2005, the government, through the Ministry of Education, announced new commitments
under Phase 3 of its Student Success Strategy, including a commitment to implement dual credit
programs that would allow secondary school students to earn several credits toward the Ontano
Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) through college courses and apprenticeship in-school training. The
Ministry, in collaboration with the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities, has authorized and
supported the use of pilot projects under the auspices of the School-College-Work Initiative to engage
school boards and colleges in developing and experimenting with dual credit models to help inform
stakeholder discussions and operational policy.

SCWI1 is co-tunded by the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities,
and co-managed under the leadership of the Council ot Ontario Directors of Education and the
Committee of (College) Presidents. SCWI and its infrastructure of 15 Regional Planning Teams
involving high school teachers and administrators and college faculty are building eftective school-
college collaboration and a strong foundation for progress with our college, ministry and stakeholder
partners to further strengthen the formal links between high schools and postsecondary destinations, to
provide more opportunities tor students to succeed and reach higher.

[n 2006-07, SCW1 is funding 65 dual credit pilot projects, involving 70 of 72 district school boards, all
24 colleges of applied arts and technology and approximately 2500 secondary school students. All
projects are based on collaboration and partnership between school boards and colleges. To
further the government’s commitment to expand dual credit learning opportunities for young people, the
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Ministry of Education and Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities, through the SCWI 2006-07
Request for Proposal (RFP) process, committed to recognizing in 2006-07 college courses and
apprenticeship in-school training in the approved projects both for credit toward the OSSD and at
the colleges for students who successfully complete these courses or training. Students in the
Phase 10 projects have been told they will be able to use their dual credit college courses and
apprenticeship in-school training to count toward the completion of their OSSD credit
requirements. For dual credit courses offered by colleges, the same processes will be used that are set
out in the Mobility and Transferability Protocol for College-to-College Transfer. This commitment to
portability will provide a significant benetfit to Ontario secondary school students as they transition to
their chosen college or apprenticeship destination.

Stakeholder Consultations

Dual credit programs and how they will be implemented are the subject of ongoing discussions and
consultation with our key education and postsecondary stakeholders. The Student Success Commission,
the Working Table on Learning to 18 and its Dual Credit Sub-group, among others, are all actively
engaged in a consideration of dual credits. At recent meetings of the Student Success Commission
(involving teacher federations and school board management representatives) and the Dual Credit Sub-
group, there was broad agreement that the ministry and school boards must move quickly to honour the
commitment made to students in dual credit programs this year, some of whom may have already
applied for admission to a postsecondary program beginning in the new year.

At the same time, the Commission and other key stakeholder groups have called for further dialogue on
the next phase of dual credit implementation and reconsideration of these “interim™ guidelines before the
ministries issue more “final” operational policies. I can tell you that [ agree with the view that we need
more time to benefit from the experience of our pilot projects and the broad consultation we are engaged
in betore finalizing program policy. To that end, I anticipate that there will be a turther year of dual
credit pilot projects in 2007-08. The Ministry of Education, working in consultation with thec Ministry
of Training, Colleges and Universities, will commission in 2007 an independent evaluation of key
elements of the Student Success Strategy, including dual credit learning opportunities. Our goal is to
ensure that we have the best information about student access, outcomes and effective operational
models.

Interim Guidelines for the Recording of Dual Credits in Ministry-approved Dual Credit
Pilot Projects for 2006-07
Attached are detailed interim guidelines for use by principals of secondary schools when awarding and
recording dual credits in 2006-07. Only students in an approved School-College-Work Initiative Phase
10 (2006-07) dual credit pilot project are eligible to be granted dual credits by their secondary school
principals to count toward the OSSD, following the provisions set out in the attached interim guidelines.
Under the interim guidelines for 2006-07, three types of dual credit delivery models will be recognized
by the Ministry of Education for diploma requirement purposes (see attachment 1).
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