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PROMOTING SKILLED TRADES & TECHNOLOGY (PSTT!) IN GRADES 7 AND 8

York Region DSB, York Catholic DSB, Centennial, Georgian, Seneca, George Brown, Humber

Regional Planning Team Name:   Connecting GTA Teachers
Name of Type A Project

Promoting Skilled Trades and Technologies (PSTT!) in Grades 7-8

Project Type:   A

Project A Sub-Type

Curriculum alignment / pathways

Lead Partner (College or Board): York Region District School Board

List of Colleges and School Boards Involved

York Region DSB, York Catholic DSB, Centennial, Georgian, Seneca, George Brown, Humber

Main Contact Person

First Name: 

Kim

Last Name: 

Taylor Reed 

Position: 

Curriculum Consultant

Department: 

Curriculum and Instructional Services 

School Board: 

York Region District School Board 

Email: 


kimtaylorreed@yrdsb.edu.on.ca

Phone: 


905-727-0022, Ext. 3454

Qualification: 

Currently the Guidance Curriculum consultant for 

Grades JK –12 and a member of the Curriculum Departments

Pathways Team.

Press Release

The Promoting Skilled Trades and Technologies (PSTT!) units are grade specific curriculum units that have been established to help promote an awareness of the skilled trades and technologies among teachers, parents and students in grades 7 and 8. As part of the culminating activity for these units of study, students have the opportunity to visit a college with their classmates and home room teachers to engage in hands-on activities in the trades and technologies.

Problems that Project Plans to Address

· To provide the participating colleges with funding to help assist them in hosting students.

· To provide access to transportation to enable teachers to provide the college visit component of the curriculum unit.

· To provide PD sessions for teachers to aid in the delivery of the PSTT! curriculum in their classrooms and gain a better understanding of college programming as a post-secondary destination of choice.

· To provide opportunities for parents to gain more information about various careers in the skilled trades and technologies sectors and how college programs can support these areas. 

Objectives

· To introduce and increase awareness of the skilled trades amongst students, parents and teachers at the elementary level Grades 7 and 8.

· To provide elementary students and teachers with an opportunity to visit a community college.

· To promote the skilled trades and the supportive programs offered by the colleges as a viable pathway for students at an early age, and

· To provide parent orientation sessions for participating schools.

Benefits to Students

· Students will gain awareness of the skilled trades and technologies.

· Students will be introduced to the skilled trades and technologies and the college programs which support them at the elementary level.

· Students will have the opportunity to visit a college for hands-on activities, and

· Students will become engaged in career exploration through authentic classroom experiences.

Numbers of Staff and Students Participating

100 per college or board = 800 to 1,000 participants

Action Plan

· Establish a PSTT steering committee at the Board level, as part of the OYAP Co-terminus Steering Committee.

· Offer PD opportunities to support teachers.

· Offer PSTT! Workshop opportunities for teachers of grades 7 & 8 at the York Region DSB Summer Literacy Institute in August and in the fall.

· Introduce the curriculum and the supporting resources to teachers.

· Share information on how to access funding and arrange for the college visit.

· Support teachers by providing classroom resources for curriculum delivery, e.g. The Real Game http://www.realgame.ca/en/
· Facilitate meetings and scheduling between participating classroom teachers and the colleges.

· Have teachers provide qualitative data in regards to the curriculum and the college visit. 

· Present at Regional Parent Council Forums Talking Opportunities - Pathways to Opportunity. 

Critical Path

September 2006 until June 2007

How Project Supports the Connecting GTA Teachers Guiding Principles

1.  Maximize involvement. Include as many CGTAT members as possible.

This proposal includes the York Region District School Board and the York Catholic District School Board working in partnership with Seneca, Centennial, Georgian, and Humber and George Brown colleges.

2.  Ensure sustainability.

Teachers utilizing these units appreciate the alignment with the Ontario Curriculum Expectations and the Pathways focus they provide.

3.  Relate to one of the three expert panels/pillars

This proposal relates directly to the Pathways pillar.

4.  Maximize student engagement and or retention.

The Promoting Trades and Technologies units are designed to encourage student engagement. Hands-on activities such as the college visit and participation in the Real Game are engaging activities.

5.  Increase awareness of our own institutions.

Students will have an opportunity to become very familiar with the college setting through their visits to community colleges. The skilled trades career awareness piece of the curriculum units will help students become informed of the various program pathways offered through the colleges.

6.  Replicate and expand success of viable projects.

The Promoting Trades and Technologies initiative could be expanded to include other School Boards presenting the program to their Grade 7–8 students and include the establishment of further college partnerships.

7.  Connect teachers.

This initiative facilitates a purposeful connection between elementary school and college teachers.

Strategy Whereby Project can be Shared Across Regional Planning Team

Presentations at the Connecting GTA Teachers open meetings / local forums.

Commitment to Meet Accountability Requirements

Submit final report with expenditures.

Indication of Support of the Regional Planning Team

At a meeting of the CGTAT Regional Planning Team on Monday, June 12, 2006, support was given for the Promoting Skilled Trades and Technologies (PSTT!) 
in Grades 7–8 Project Proposal to go forward to SCWI.

BUDGET
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PROMOTING SKILLED TRADES AND TECHNOLOGIES (PSTT!) 
IN GRADES 7–8

Regional Planning Team Name:  Connecting GTA Teachers
Project Name:  Promoting PSTT! in Grades 7–8
PROJECTED BUDGET: 


$ 60,000
PROPOSAL REQUEST to SCWI:



$ 60,000
Other sources of revenue 
(not including in-kind contributions):



     nil 
Total Revenue: 







$ 60,000
EXPENDITURES 

RPT Committee (travel expenses): 

$100 per, 5 college + 2 boards

              
$    700

Project Coordinator: 

In-kind contribution from the Boards of Education.
Curriculum consultants coordinating.

Program Development (curriculum, other resources): 

$2,500 per board x 2 boards



$   5,000

$7,500 x 5 colleges




$ 37,500
Resources:

Additional Copies of the Real Game: 

$385 x 5 copies




$   1,925

Lego Packages 





$   1,475

Bus transportation:

$300 per bus x 8 = $2,400 per board

 x2 boards





$   4,800 

Professional Development:

$190 per teacher per release day x 2 days max.

Approx $4,300 per board x 2 boards


$   8,600

IN KIND CONTRIBUTIONS
College Faculty Release Time: In kind contribution

Elementary Faculty Release Time: Built into the PD time 
Writing two Grade 6 curriculum units: 

$250/day for 2 teachers x 2 days

$ 1,000

Bus Transportation


$300. per bus x 2=$600 per board


x2 boards



$ 1,200

Total Expenditures: 







$ 60,000
