Hi Chris,

Two of our Dual Credit projects in Advanced Manufacturing with the HDSB, HCDSB, Mohawk College and Sheridan College are showing off their Robots at the FIRST Robotics competition at the Hershey Centre this week. Please see the information below on the competition, etc. You will see that we are setting up the opportunity to expand our program offerings next year to four schools by encouraging now four schools to participate in the competition. This is an unbelievable competition and opportunity for students. I thought you might want to know about the event.

FIRST – Stands for “For Inspiration and Recognition in Science and Technology”

FIRST ROBOTICS COMPETITION

March 27 to 29, 2008

Hershey Centre

5500 Rose Cherry Place

Mississauga, Ontario

Phone: 905-502-9100

This week we have four Halton District School Robotics teams entered at the FIRST Robotics Greater Toronto Regional Competition at the Hershey Centre. Come out and watch: Burlington Central High School (Team 2386), MMR Robinson High School (Team 2200), Oakville Trafalgar High School (Team 1334) and White Oaks Secondary School (Team 843) compete against 66 teams from around the world. 

The FIRST Robotics Competition is a multinational competition that teams up science, engineering and technology professionals with young people to solve an engineering design problem in an intense and competitive way. The program is a life-changing, career-molding experience and a lot of fun. The teams come from Canada, Brazil, Ecuador, Mexico, Great Britain, and almost every U.S. state. The competitions are high-tech spectator sporting events, the result of lots of focused brainstorming, real-world teamwork, dedicated mentoring, project timelines, and real deadlines.

There is no charge to enter the event and parking is free. Please feel free to drop by and witness the competition. Bring your family and friends—they will love it!

The Greater Toronto Area is home to the largest regional FIRST Robotics Competition event in the world. This marquee event attracts elite teams from the local area and from all over the world. The level of play speaks for itself: the Greater Toronto Regional has produced the highest scoring regional matches in all of FIRST for the last three consecutive years. With 66 teams competing for the GTR championship title, additional space had to be setup in the Hershey Centre's adjacent practice arena. Here teams will setup their "pits" just like in NASCAR, where they will frantically repair, and improve on their robots in between matches. The best part—the "pits" are open to the public to experience behind-the-scenes of what it takes to produce a world-class robot

Please feel free to view the FIRST Canadian website at http://www.firstroboticscanada.org/ for more information.

Specialist High Skills Major and Dual Credit Programs

Our White Oaks and Burlington Central Robotics Teams are part of our new Specialist High Skills Major and Dual Credit Student Success Pathways programs. For more information on these programs please visit http://www.schooltocareer.ca 

Results from the MidWest Regional Competition in Chicago
Ttook place at the end of February. Three Canadian teams competed in the Midwest Regional FIRST Robotics Competition. Team 1114 Simbotics from Governor Simcoe SS in St. Catherines, Team 843 from White Oaks SS in Oakville and Team 2386 from Burlington Central High School in Burlington. Team 1114 and Team 2386 finished in the top eight—third and fourth respectively—and were Alliance Captains. Teams 1114 and their partners 1024 Bernard K. McKenzie Career Centre from Indianapolis and 2041 Roberto Clemente High School from Chicago were the

Regional Champions. Congratulations to a fantastic alliance!  Team 2386 chose team 843 as one of their alliance partners, but unfortunately they were knocked out in a very closely fought semi-final match. It was terrific to have all three Canadian teams involved in the elimination matches. Team 2386 was awarded the Highest Rookie Seed Award.

Robotics Celebration

We are very excited this year to have The Centre for Skills Development as a partner with all four of our HDSB Robotics teams. They have built a full size playing field for us to use which assisted our teams with practice time at the end of the six-week robotics build that took place in January and February. We will be planning a local celebration of our Halton DSB teams and other teams form around Southern Ontario in early May. This event will take place at the Centre for Skills Development in Burlington. Please watch for more information on this celebration.

Hope to see you at the Hershey Centre

Dave Lewis
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