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March 26, 2009

To:
All Regional Planning Team Chairs and Contacts

RE:
SCWI Annual Symposium – Call for Presentations
Planning is well underway for the SCWI Symposium to be held May 5, 2009.  Ken Harrison, Mary Vesia and Chris Coleman from RPT 2 have put in extra efforts in hosting the event again this year at Humber Institute of Technology and Advanced Learning – North Campus.  Many thanks to them for the work they have done towards making the event a success.  Information on registration, directions, parking and accommodation arrangements will be sent out in the near future.

Based on input from a number of RPT representatives, the format for the Symposium has been changed this year in order to respond to the challenges that you may have experienced delivering SCWI programs in your area.


We are, of course, planning to include two series of workshop sessions for the presentation of exemplary programs, activities and approaches that are most effective. We are also planning to have an opportunity for participants to meet in a “round table” format to discuss major issues that you have encountered. This facilitated discussion will be an opportunity to clarify the issue, hear from others about how they are handling the matter and, where appropriate, provide input as to possible ways the situation might be addressed.

With regard to the workshop sessions, we are inviting each of the Regional Planning Teams to provide two workshops on exemplary dual credit programs, activities, forums or strategies that are working for you. Sample topics might be: “School-in-a-College” Models, Marketing and Promoting Dual Credit Programs, Integrating SHSM and Dual Credits, Apprenticeship Programs, Partnerships and so on. Please note that we will be adding several other workshops to the schedule including at least one session on the new Literacy Lessons for Teachers Supporting Students in Dual Credit Programs.  The workshop sessions are scheduled for a 50-minute timeframe. Please plan for approximately 25 minutes of presentation and allow 25 minutes for question and answer/discussion. 

You will find attached a form to complete with presentation details for your workshops. These are needed for the website registration page. Please complete this form and return to Kathy Sanford (Kathy@OPSOA.org) by Thursday, April 2nd. For each workshop, please provide a title, presenter name(s) and organization(s), and a paragraph, which will go to the online registration at www.gotocollege.ca.

For workshops involving Dual Credits please include comments on the type of student, how recruited, operational details, needed student supports, and successes and challenges. 

For the description of Activities or Forums, please indicate participant group, operational details, successes and challenges.

In the past PowerPoint presentations have been used effectively.  All of the classrooms we will be using are electronic classrooms that feature LCD projectors, desktop PCs (with Internet access) and DVD/VHS playback capability. Bringing your own USB flash drive will be simple and convenient. We also ask that an electronic version of your presentation be left with the SCWI staff for compilation on a post-symposium summary DVD.

Since teams of participants are expected to attend from District School Boards and Colleges, we wish to provide handouts from each workshop.  One (1) print package of all handouts will be provided to each Regional Planning Team Chair and those submitted electronically will be added to the gotocollege website under the Symposium 2009 heading.

During the workshop sessions, one workshop is being planned specifically for Regional Planning Team Chairs/Contacts. This will provide an opportunity for networking and discussion about matters of interest to the group.

The Roundtable sessions are being scheduled in the afternoon and are planned to address those “burning issues” that are being faced by RPTs and others with regard to School College Work. These could include: School Board Staffing for the Dedicated Role, Continuing Education Implications, Increasing Demand for College Facilities, “How to…for Administrators”, Apprenticeship Training for Beginners, Facilitating E-Learning, Partnerships: Making Them Work and so on. Please include on the attached form any suggestions you might have for appropriate roundtable discussions.  

Any resources and/or documents developed through SCWI will be able to be on display for sharing.  Please bring sufficient copies of print resources for distribution.  We expect the total registration to be about 300.

The day promises to be a full one and hopefully a fulfilling one.

Thank you for your continuing support.

David Armstrong

Project Officer

1123 Glenashton Drive


Oakville, ON


L6H 5M1


Telephone :  905-845-4254


Fax :  905-845-2044


www.gotocollege.ca








